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Inscription

Young entrepreneur Mayirjan, the pride of the Tajik people |
and the eagle over the Pamir Plateau, gets rich with the help of his
own wisdom and hard werking, on the reform and opening — up
policies. After getting rich, he does not forget the poor, the help-
less and the old. He sets about helping them improve their liveli-
hood and raise their educational level. At the same time, Mayirjan
is enthusiastic about financing public well — being projects. He
~ cares about the border — guard troops and is doing something sub-
stantial for them. The people will never forget all this. Mayirjan's ‘
! deeds are worth praising and learning from.

Tomur Dawamat :

April 1, 2000.7 '
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In Saudi Arabia.
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With Kuwaiti businessmen.
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In Macao.
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In Malaysia.
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In Hong Kong during his learning.
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At a office tower in Hong Kong.
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Presenting two vehicles as gifts
to Waqa Village, Tashkorgan County.
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With classmates during his learning in Shenzhen.
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Visiting villagers of Arishang Village

and presenting them with gifts.
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New clothes for poor nomads.
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Economically supporting the Waqa
Elementary School in Tashkorgan.
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Covering all expenses of the Tajik girl Zilhu-

mar in her compulsory education phase.
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With leaders of Tashkorgan County.
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Visiting villagers, together with Vice — Party
Secretary of Tashkorgan County Rozi Gulbay.
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With border guards.
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Presenting color television set to border guards.
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Returning from a shopping trip.
The goods bought are for border guards.
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Meeting, together with his wife, with army
officers of border guard.
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With staff of his company
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EFBARAE O RRH P HEENE.
Working as interpreter at the Honjirap Customs post.
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With wife Rabiya and son Dilawerjan.
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With adopted parents Zulal and Shikarhan.
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Wth Zhu Guanghua,

author of the reportage.
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- With Tomur Dawamat, vice — chairman of the Stan-

ding Committee of the National Peple’s Congress.
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With State Councillor Ismail Ahmad.
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SREERHE ERERM - LNRECELHE.

With Saypidin Azizi. former vice - chairman of the Na-

tional Political Consultation Conference, in Pakistan.
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PREFACE

Mirzay

In the west most of the country is a county — —
Tashkorgan Tajik Autonomous County. It is located at the
eastern part of the Pamir Plateau and at the west tip of the
Kunlun Mountains, a typical mountainous county. It is an
overland traffic hub that leads to Central Asia, West Asia,
Europe and North Africa; an important post on the ancient
Silk Road and also an important point on the ”China — Pak-
istan Friendship Highway.”

Tashkorgan County covers an area of 25, 000 square
kilometers (not including controversial border areas). Itis a
big county in terms of area but a small county in terms of
population. There are only 20, 000 or so inhabitants in the
county, of them Tajik people make up 80 per cent. Tashko-
rgan County is an important Tajik community and also the
origin place of the Tajik people in China.

The Tajik nationality, as an old and great ethnic mi-
nority group in the country, has their own splendid culture
as well as long history. Besides, the Tajik people are noted
for their fine characters and high — standard morality. Al-
though they have been living in remote and backward areas
generation after generation, they are upright, honest, easy
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to get along\with and hospitable. They are a broad — minded

reople: In their long history, they have made tremendous
sacrifices and written with their heroic deeds moving stories
in defending the territories of the motherland and safeguard-
ing unity of nationalities. In their everyday life, they are
opposed to all behaviors that run counter to ethical codes.
They regard robbery, stealing, murder, arson, rape, adul-
tery, meanness, drug use, gamble, insubordination and sly
separatists acts as the utmost shame. They love the Chinese
Communist Party, socialism, the motherland and their
homeland. They entertain beautiful hopes for the future.
The Tajik people will never trade their integrity for a better
life or envy others’ wealth, much less stain their hands
with dirty deeds.

I’m a Tajik, growing up on the pure land of Tashkor-
gan. The Party and the people make me a leader at the
grass — roots level. I was magistrate of Tashkorgan County
and am now the member of the Party Committee of Kashi
Prefecture.

Mayirjan, the protagonist of this reportage, is 10 years
my junior and grew up before my eyes. Just as mention pre-
viously, Tajik people’s harsh conditions, glorious history,
fine tradition and noble characters have had profound influ-
ence on Mayirjan’ s growing — up and struggling his way
up. All this also finds expression in his words, behaviors,
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dealing with people, his moving deeds and all the stories
about his undertakings.

Mayirjan was born into a nomad family. When he first
set his foot into the field of commerce, he knew little about
business and had only a meager supply of capital. It is the
Party’ s preferential policies and his own enterprising spirit
that have made him among the ranks of entrepreneurs.
Starting up in the remote Tashkorgan County, he has man-
aged to expand his business to Kashi, then Urumugi and
eventually the world market. Mayirjan is a representative of
the young Tajiks who are making themselves known in re-
cent years.

Kick — starting with five carpets when he was 18 years
old, Mayirjan, through 13 years of hard working, has be-
come a young entrepreneur who owns a trans — county,
trans — prefecture and trans — national company supported
by sound capital. It is by no means easy. In the 13 years of
commercial activities, he has devoted all his energy to the
undertakings, trekked through unspeakable difficulties, ex-
perienced hardships, overcome numerous barriers, encoun-
tered risks and even paid his own life. Whatever comes,
what he does is to overcome it. This is the noble spirit of
‘ ‘the Eagle over the Pamir Plateau.”

When he gets rich, Mayirjan tries to help his fellow
Tajiks get rid of poverty and become better off. Also, he
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time ‘and agdin goes to the visit soldiers stationed at the bor-

depoutposts, bringing to them warmth and necéssary mate-
frals,

Mayirjan is a law — abiding businessman. He is free of
irregularities no matter how harsh the situations are or com-
petition is intense.

Writer Zhu Guanghua, vice — chairman of the Litera-
ture and Arts Association of Kashi Prefecture, has come up
with this reportage on Mayirjan’s career. The author, with
his minute description based on his incisive observation,
brings out in relief the image of this young Tajik en-
trepreneur. Let me expression hearty congratulations here
to Mr Zhu.

The reportage ” The Eagle over the Pamir Plateau” is
going to be published. It is a good thing to do, and also en-
courage. Among other things, it will help the country and
the world better understand the Tajik people, the young
people in China and China’s reform and opening up under-
takings.

I believe that Mayirjan’s career will make still greater
progress and he will make new contributions to the socialist
cause.

I hope that more Tajik entrepreneurs life Mayirjan will
emerge.

May 24th, 2000 Kashgar
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Flowers are favoured by the gardeners,

While the sheep by herdsmen on the pastures.

Be the river on desert before a glory,

Be the flood in mountains to the difficulty.

The flowers in their own garden show all its beauty,

People within his nation earn their greatest dignity.

Young eagle shouldn’t stay for warmness in birthplace,

Growing to plumage should it fly in vast space.

Wisdom is like a never—worn trousers,

Knowledge s like an endless resources.

A yurt can not be set up with a single roof beam,

Hundreds of them can set up a high building.

A full steed will come back to the pasture where it eats,

The eagle on whatever height will rest on the mountain
peak.

From the Tajik proverbs




Snow. lotus on the Muztag Peak,
Corge 1o bloom as the sun is warmly shining;
The eagle the symbol of Tajik,

Steeds are like their strong wings.

On whatever height the eagles fly,
Their reflections are below the sky;
However far the deers run,

After all,they will come back around;
Wherever we Tajik people are,

The first thing is their motherland they call to mind.

Everything eaten in yourlife might be forgotten,
But never the milk of mother be given;
All the words heard in your life might be forgotten,

But never the favours of our Party be given.

The sound of the flute rippled over the valley,
It is a loud and clear and exciting melody;
Like a full—spreaded wings of eagle,

Surged joyful waves in the heart of people;

It take the yearnings of all the Tajiks,

Over the lofty mountains with pleasure.

It is like the hearts of the Tajiks,

Hovering against the sun to their brightest future.

From the Tajik folk songs.



1 Intreductory Remarks

On December 6, 1998, Xinjing Kashghar Prefectural
Party Committee and Kashghar Administrative Office con-
vened a forum on a civil entrepreneur. During the forum,
Yao Yongfeng, the secretary of kashghar Prefectural Party
Committee said, - If we want to transform the superiority
of geography and resources into economic superiority, then
we need lots and lots of entrepreneurs like Mayirjan. ”

About half a month later, there was a fifteen—minute
special TV show on the 122nd session of TRACING THE
FAMOUS FIGURES by Xinjiang TV Station, which subti-
tled as The Eagle Of The Pamirs A Yong Tajik En-
trepreneur MAYIRJAN. This show had strong repercus-
sions all over the Kashghar Prefecture. It was the first time
for many people in Kashghar to hear the name of MAYIR-
JAN. And it was also the time for many of them to see him
on TV.

Mayirjan ( Tajik ), one of the committee members from
Kashghar Prefecture, said, “MAYIRJAN is an outstanding

representitive young man who has emerged in recent years
from the TAJIK nationality. He was born in a family .of a
3



herdsman, Hé didn’ t get any training at business, neither
didihe have any economic condition. Thanks to our Party’s
policies and his hard work, now he has hewed out his path
on his own , first from remote area Tashkorgan to
Kashghar, then to Urumgi, then to the international mar-
ket. Being a cadre from Tajik background, I’ m pleased to
see this gratifying change. I hope that Mayirjan will get
more and more success in what he is doing. I also hope, at
the same time, there will be more and more businessmen and
entrepreneurs to emerge from our Tajik nationality. We
should give the people of Tajik traditional ideas a thorough
change, so we can contribute to the construction of our
country!”

Yin Junjie, the secretary of Taskorgan Tajik Au-
tonomous County,said, “Mayirjan is from The Pamirs, now
he has come to the city,and even to the international mark-
er for trade. This speaks volumes of the great change of
Tajiks’ traditional idea. We have dominant position. We are
rich in natural resources. And we also have the superiority of
an open port and the open policy. From ancient times, the
Tajik had contact with the neighbouring countries. We
should make the most of this superiority. Mayirjan has done
a good job in this way ,and achieved success:*.”

Rouz Gulbai( Tajik) , the county magistrate of Tashkor-
gan Tajik Aut onomous County,said, “I hope from the bot-
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tom of my heart that Mayirjan can give a further scope to
his dominant position, bring along more Tajik youth and
give full play to their abilities in the market—oriented econ-
omy,to make an even greater contribation to our society!”

One after another, this news and the words has been
spread by various medial * meddii:]. I sensitively realized
that this so —called Mayirjan must be an unusual person.
And what he has done was by no means a trival matter.
Now there arose the following questions into my mind:

First, Mayirjan was born and brought up in a remote
mountainous area, and lived in poverty. What on earth did
he lean on for leaving the mountain valley and heading for
the prefecture, then to the head prefecture Urumgi and ,
even to overseas?

Second, So far he has been running five companies.
How could he have so much capital for the investment?

Third, Mayirjan is running corporations both in Pak-
istan and Kirghizstan. He has to be there from time to time.
Then, while coming into contact with the people of two
countries, could he speak their languages?

Fourth, Having been running so many corporations,
having been employing dozens of staff, Iwonder if this
herdsman—oriented hillman knows anything about manage-
ment and administration.

Fifth,He is only 31 now,but has become such a popu-
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lar young enfrepreneur. Is it possible for him that everything

Raseone so smoothly during his trade?

Sixth. After being rich through his business affairs ,
what changes could appear on his attitude towards his fami-
ly , his townsmen, his friends, his government and his coun-
try?

I have lots of questions to ask him. To me, Mayirjan
seems to be a very mysterious and uncommon person. So |
decided to pay a visit to his. [ tried all means and got the
telephone number of “Kashghar Honggirap Pass Manage-
ment Committee, The Head Office of The international E-
conomy Development for Agriculturists and Livestock
Farmers”’in Kashghar.

“Hello. Is this the Head Office of The International E-
conomy Development for Agriculturists and Livestock
Farmers?”

“Yes. Who are you calling, please?”

“I want to speak to Mayirjan, please.”

“I’m sorry,our general manger is not in---”

“Could you tell me where he’s gone?”

“Our general manager is supposed to discuss some trade
affairs with some foreign guests in the guesthouse these
days, his office won’ t be here until several days later. You’d
better contact him then.”

A week later, I managed to make a telephone call.



Again it was lady who had answered the phone last
time. She said, “The general manager flew to Urumgi last
night---.”

“Could I be told when the general manager would be
back to Kashghar?”

“Oh,1’m not sure. It’s hard to say*-.”

“Tell me , miss, do you keep your general manger’ s
whereabouts a secret?”

“No, no,no. You’ re mistaking my meaning. You know
now the competition for markets are intense, so the opportu-
nity is extremely important. That’s why the general manag-
ver’s schedules are often changed. Maybe:--.”

“All right,I'll call him in a few days.” ] phoned again
the next week.

That lady sighed with regret,“I’ m terribly sorry about
this. The general manager just made a call from Islamabad,
the capital of Pakistan, two hours ago. He said that he made
the call right after he had arrived in Islamabad by interna-
tional flight with two forgign guests from Urumgqi. Now he
had settled in a guesthouse there.So-+”

“So 1’ d better contact with him another few days lat-
ter, right?”

“Ah-+-Yes-*- ,maybe you have to *-+.”

“Miss why is your general manager so busy?”

“He is busy like this all year round---.”



[ thad\tried ‘my best again and again and , at last, I
found him in the Head Office in Kashghar. After a brief

self—introduction on the telephone, I said, “General Manag-

b4

erMa,'m--

“Just call me Mayirjan. ”"He said heartily in Chinese.

“OK, Mayirjan. I’ ve been thinking of paying a visit to
you, Iwonder when it would be convenient for you.”

“No,no,no! Mr.Zhu. Oh no, secretary Zhu. It won’t
do. This is the first time we’ll meet. So it’s better for me to
pay a visit to you.

“You’re being too modest. Listen-+-”

“No, not that. You’ re my senior,and I’ m your junior.
It should be I to call on you. Iknow you’ re busy. Could I ask
when it’d be convenient for you?”

“Ahm -+ How about this afternoon, 4:00 o’ clock at
Beijing time?”

“I was going to meet with two of my guests:**But, sec-
retary Zhu, I can manage it at some other time. I’ ll go to see
you at 4:00 o’ clock this afternoon. Could you tell me your
address? ---”

We talked on the line for a long time. Though we
haven’t met before, we were just like old friends.

I found the circular clock on the wall passing by every
second. Now the clock told us it’s 4:05. Icould only hear

the footsteps going up —and—down the stairs and vice ver-
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sa, but not the knock by any guests.

“Dilingling-*-. " The telephone at the corner rang.

I picked it up, “Hello. You are---”

A very familiar voice came from the other end, “Hello,
Secretary Zhu. I’ m Mayirjan--+”

“Hi. Where are you now?”

“I’m just on the third floor in your unit. Iforget which
is the floor you live.”

“I’m in the left house on the second floor.”

“All right. I’ll be there right away.”

Having opened the door, I found him at my doorstep,
accmpanied by a young Uygur woman.

“Come in ,Come in!”

“This is my wife Rabia!”

“Please be seated. Be seated please!”

Having put a heavy plastic bag on the side board, and
his mobilephone in his pocket, he sat down on the sofa with
his lovely wife in front of the table. “Here are some local
products from Pakistan—jusst some common dry fruits.” I
served them the dishes and thanked them, “It’s agreat plea-
sure to see each other here. Why do you bother to bring so
many gifts for me!”

“Just a little,and not very expensive. It’s just a token
of our regards.”

His wife can speak an excellent and fluent Chinese,
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(both)standard and clear, with a bit of Beijing accent. Idare

say. that her Chinese is much better than mine.

I couldn’ t help asking, “Pabia, you speak a really excel-
lent Chinses. Did you--"

She couldn’ t help smiling and said, “1’ ve received
eight years’ college education in an inland city. I’ ve spent
two years on Cinese language, and six years in Beijing Uni-
versity of Traditional Chinese Medicine.”

Sitting at the left—side of his wife, Mayirjan said with
smile, “She is my teacher in learning Chinese language---”

“Pah! Talking big about your own wife before our se-
nior. Don’ t you feel ashamed? Uh—Uh-*-” She patted on
his shoulder with a happy smile.

Chatting with happy laughter for a while, I then turned
to gaze at ‘Mayirjan who was sitting apposite me. Look! He
is a man of 1.80 metre tall. He has a well—propotioned fig-
ure, ellipse—shaped face, big—eyes with double—eyelid.
And he has a beautiful moustache.

His hair was tidy and shinsr with hair conditioner. One
know he is a fairly smart young man. Judging from his
high—quality suits, high—quality tie, high—quality leather
shoes, he has a typical image of a nowaday’s general manag-
er. /

Now Ibegan my interview. It seemed to us that we are

familiar with each other, so we started to talk(to each oth-
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er)informally,as well as asking or answering questions.

Sometimes he recollected the past with his wife.

Sometimes hsi wife made some additional remarks.

Within two hours, the BP on his right waist rang three
times. The head office(of the corporation) phoned him that
there were two of his customers eagerly waiting for him to
sign a contract. So we had no choice but to arrange our ap-
pointment some time later.

In that month, I interviewed him intermittently for five
times. | also visited his corpo ration and his storehouse. Once
I even made a special time to sit for a while in his house. All
the interview took well over half of my note—book. Mayir-
jan’s family history, his childhood, his study, his undertak-
ing, his marriage, etc. . All these deeply Impressed me. His
joys and sorrows ,failure and success, his morals nad experi-
ences, his risk and oppotunity, ect.. All these have been
clearly taken down in my note—book. I closed my eyes and
was lost in thought. My questions to ask have all been given
satisfactory answers. Moreover, 1 have found out many new
things,new problems,and new stories.

Mayirjan’s story is a vivid and touching one. It really
urges you to be full of prospect. It is both marvellous and

lengendary.

If you don’s believe it,just follow the detailed story---
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2 A GRIEF CHILDHOOD
BRING ABOUT A YOUNG
MAN OF ASPIRATIONS

On April 20, 1968, a boy was born in a tumbldown
house of a poor Tajik herdsman family. That was in Tashko-
rgan Tajik Autnonmous County. This very baby was Mayir-
jan! Tashkorgan is a county farthest to the west of our
country. It is at the east of Pamir Plateau, the west of Kun-
lun Mountains, the north of Karakunlun Mountains and
Hindu Kush Mountains. Its west part borders on Tajikistan
and Kirghizstan. Its south part borders on Pakistan and
Alfghanistan. Its longest part is 480 kilometres from east to
west and its widest part is 329 kilometres from north to
south. It covers a total area of 67 thousand square kilome-
tres. It is in the real sense a highland county. The county is
surrounded by continuous lofty mountains. The mountain
peaks are towering into the sky. You may see rivers and val-
leys in length and breadth. It is more than 4,000 metres
above sea level. Qogir Peak stands southeast of this county,
which is the second highest peak in the world, at an eleva-
tion of 8,611 metres. It is perennially covered with snow,

surrounded by glacier. It is a famous glacial area in our coun-
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try. Muztag Peak with is called“The Father of Icy Moun-
tains” ,is at an elevation of 7,56 metres. It is also perennial-
ly covered with snow and glacier. The ice and snow is 50 ~
70 metres deep. The glacier—covered area is about 200
square kilometres. Besides, there are also other mountains,
such as: Gandakir Mountain, Zerzendon Mountain,
Karabedrak Mountain, Piel Mountain, Akaz Mountain and
Raskarm Mountain,etc.

Tashkorgan has a long history. During the Western
Han Dynasty, the third year of Xuan Empire(59 B.C), they
established The Administrative Office Of The Western Re-
gions[ Here ‘the Westenr Regions’is a Han Dynasty term
for the area west of Yumenguan( E[J3%),including what is
now Xinjiang(#7#® )and parts of Central Asia]to govern the
area of Pamir and parts of the north and south of Tianshan.
In the early years of Eastern Han Dynasty, all the tribes of
Pamir and its neighbourbood set up ‘ Kirpanto Kingdom,’
which was under the control of The Anxi Administrative
Office. Up to the Northern and Southern Dynasties, the
kingdom kept sending ambassadors to pay tributes to the
Empire of the Central Plains. During the second year fo Xi-
anging in the Tang Dynasty (657 A. D.), Tang Gaozong
wiped out the Kingdom of Western Turks. And the “Kir-
panto Kingdom” had been under the control of Tang Dy-
nasty. In the year of Kaiyuan, Xuanzhong Empire of Tang
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Dynasty(713—741 A.D.),they established“ Tsonglin Mili-
tary Administrative Station.” During the Yuan Dynasty, it
belonged to Chagtai Kingdom. In the 17th Shunzhi year,
Qing Dynasty (1660 ), it became the territory of Zhungar
Kingdom. During the 24th year of Qianlong Empire(1759),
they set up Sarekoy Moslem State, carried out the Bek—

controlling system policy. In the 28th year of Guangxu Em-
pire(1992) , they changed it to Puli State Office, which was
under the command of shache Government. During the Re-
publican years,it belonged to Kashghar Administative Gov-
ernment Office. On December 17, 1954, the government
formally set up Tashkorgan Tajik Autononous County. From
then on , it belonged to Kashgar Prefecture first, Southern
Xinjiang Administrative Office afterwards, and now belongs
to Kashar Prefectural Administrative Office.

Tashkorgan is the birthplace of Tajiks and a place
where they thickly inhabited. Since the beginning of 500B.
C. ,the ancients of Tajiks lived here. At that time, no matter
the herdman from grassland or Hans form the central Plains
(comprise the middle and lower reaches of the Huanghe
River), they had very close commercial contacts and friendly
exchanges with them. Especially after having “ THE
SILKROAD, ” this kind of friendship became much deeper
than ever. Many officials, monks, merchants and tourists

from different countries flocked here and parted from here.
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Day after day, year after year, three wprld’ s greatest reli-
gions ( Buddhism, Christianity and Islam), three world’ s
greatest language families(Han—Tibet Language family, In-
do—Eurpean Language family, Altaic Language family),
four greatest Culture systems(Chinese Culture System, Is-
lamic Culture System, Indian Culture System and Euro—
American Culture System) met here and mixed together.
Tajik people benefited a lot through these friendly ex-
changes and special worldwide impacts.

Acoording to the area it covered,it can be really called
a large country. As for its population,it’s very small. Its to-
tal population is over 20, 000and 80 percent of which are
Tajik. They are scattered into 11 villages and one town and
one farm.

Tajik as an age—old and great people in our country,
not only has its glorious history, but also has splendid cul-
ture. Though living in remote, high—mountain area from
generations, backward in production, not very well—devel-
oped in economy, they are kind—hearted by nature. They
are honest and upright. They are great people who value
friendly sentiments. They are a nationality of integrity. In
the past history, they have paid a great price in defending
their motherland, upholding the unity of our various nation-
alities, fighting against the foreign invaders. And they have
added a great contribution to our country. In daily life, they
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have been'\constantly opposing social crimes. They regard all

these) crimes such as robbery, theft, murder, arson, rape,
prostitution as galling and humiliating. They love the com-
munist party. They love socialism. They have a firm faith in
their glorious future. They will never sell their soul because
of the poverty of their hometown. Neither do they steal oth-
er’s things because of being penniless.

The difficult circumstance, glorious history, fine tradi-
tion, lofty virtue have made a deep impact to Mayirjan’ s
growing up and improvement; striving and development.
The impact has merged into what he said and did;into the
way he dealt with things;into how he treated individuals. So
it will surely be seen in his moving deeds, his glorious cause,
and here in the legendary story---.

Since the time he had just learned to speak , his parents
and relatives were alwayé telling him his family history. The
elders just talked casually aboutpast family history,old sto-
ries, without any intention of guiding him to what he should
do or how he should do when he grows up. But to young
Mayirjan, the words were unforgetable influences and useful
family upbringing, which later on affected greatly on his
learning, his life style, his work and his cause.

Mayirjan’s great—grandfather(grand father’s father)
was Rixitbek. He was a local Tajik. He was the head of their
family as well as the head of a thousand households. He had
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a high prestige among his family.

He was a respectable senior in his family. The old man
constantly passed on the ancestorssteachings: “Be diligent
but thrifty. Be self —supported. Be honest to people. Live in
harmony. Love your own country and defend it. Treat your
friends kindly and help your country—fellows whenever
they need---.”

Great—grandfater has four sons:

The eldest was Xirip. He was once a county magis-
trate. He has done many good things for his people. Up to
now ,some still call him“A Kind County Magistrate.”

The secon son was named Urfadixah. He was a mer-
chant. He knew Uygur(language) , Chinese and several oth-
er foreign languages. He often formed a company of travel-
ling—merchants armed with camels or horses, coming and
going between Russia and Pakistan. No doube to say that he
is an extremely wealthy man. For a while, he was the cap-
tain of Frontier Defence Unit.

The third son, he was both farmer and herdsman.
Without any other income, he lived a poor life.

The youngest one was Dilaverhan. He once followed his
second brother and tried to be a merchant. He also made
some money. He led a well—to—do life. He is Mayirjan’ s
grandfather.

Mayirjan’s grandfather has three sons and a daughter.
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They weresMayirjan’s two uncles,one aunt and Mayirjan’s
father:

The elder uncle, who inherited his grandfather’ name,
was Rixitbek. He was among the first group of graduates
from Xinjiang Medical University. He once worked for
Hotan Prefectural Epidemic Prevention Station. Now he has
retired. And he has a clinic of his own.

The younger uncle was Watanxah. He is a farmer of
Burigul village in Tashkorgan county. He is still alive.

Aunt Xadigul,also a farmer in a village of that county.
She is still alive, too. Father Urfadixah, another farmer in
this county. He is 60 years old now.

Mayirjan’ s mother’ s name is Henzo. Her father was
very rich. Everyone called him Bugdaibay.

A girl from so rich a family married such a poor hus-
band. No doubt there would be something which they can’t
get used to ,something that can’ t be harmonious, and some-
thing unhappy. But these were covered by the freshness of
their marriage. So they seemed to live in a polite and amiable
way. They just lived an insipid life.

The husband and wife had a daughter later on, her
name is Mayigul. As usual, they should have a deeper at-
tachment for each. other and live a better life since they
have a lovely daughter. But that was a time of living on
workpoint (a unit indicating the quantity and quality of
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labour performed in rural people’ s communes). The wife
had to take care of the baby,so she couldn’t take part in the
collective producive labour. The whole family had to live on
the husband’ s workpoints. The time became harder and
harder. Thus they quarrelled from time to time.

Two years later, that was on April 20,1968, they had
the second baby. This time it was a son. It is the hero of this

story Mayirjan. Now the family has a male heir to con-
tinue their family line. This brought about real joy and hap-
piness to the family. However, adding another * precious’
mouth, means adding another family burden. That means
having another difficulty, having more quarrels and having
more conflicts.

When our hero was five years old, the parents quar-
relled more and more intensely. The conflicts became deep-
er. Though both of the parents are farmers from a high
mountain area, they have their own characteristics and dis-
postitions. There seemed to be no more room for compro-
mise, neither for retrieval. So they had to go to the county
government for divorce. From then on, Mayirjan’ selder sis-
ter lived with her mother. They were in Unit One(a depart-
ment of a commune) . Mayirjan lived with his father. They
were in Unit Two. There are 2 kilometres between the two
units.

Young Mayirjan didn’ t know why their parents di-
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vorced,and\He didn’ s even know what ‘ divorce’ meant. He
wondered why his mother and his elder sister didn’ t live
And eat with him and his father. Deep in soul, he felt ex-
tremely lonely and solitary. He felt depressed and impover-
ished.

As a child, Mayirjan was wearing worn—out clothes.
He was always left in hunger. Sometimes he would walk
bare—footed on the country road between the Unit One and
the Unit Two. He sometimes went to spend several days
with his mother and his sister, and had good meals with
them. But sooon he had to go back to his father’s place.
While staying with his mother, he could have a better life.
As for his father’s, they ofter had nothing to wear or eat .
Some days they they could only have one simple meal for a
day, let alone the other two meals. So Mayitjan’ s young
heart was deeply branded by these questions: What is
wealth? What is poverty?

One winter night, his father was sitting by the dim
light of an oil lamp, gazing at the flashing light expression-
lessly, with his eyes and brows knitting together. He looked
much older than before. Mayirjan leaned closely to his fa-
ther. He didn’ t know how to comfort his father. So he
raised some difficult—to—answer questions.

“Dad, why is our family so foor?”

“Dad, why shouldn’t we try to be rich?”
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Without caring whether his son could understand or
not, the father would talk on end as followings:

“Honey, our family wasn’ s poor from generations.
Your eldest grandfather, that is your grandfather’s brother
Urfadixah, was a successful merchant. He was a milllion-
aire. He expanded his businesses into the big cities of inland.
He even made it possible to do it in Russia and Pakistan”,
etc -

Mayirjan asked, “Dad, why shouldn’t we also go out
for business? If I had money, 1 would let you,mom and sis-
ter live a better life. I will build a very big and beautiful
house with big garden in it . I would let my mom live with
you*-. ”»

“Don’s be foolish,dear. Do you think that it is so easy
to make money by doing business?” “Since the eldest grand-
father could do it, I surely can-+-.”

“Lister. You are always daydreaming. You want to do
business outside. But do you know Chinese? Do you know
Russian? Can you speak English? And, how about Urdu
language of Pakistan?”

“I will be like my eldest grandfather, try to learn for-
eign languages, the more the better. I will go all over the
world--+.”

“Starting a business needs much capital. Do you have
it?”
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“I.canfarn 1t dollar by dollar, like rolling on a snow—
ball, Then T will enlarge my business bit by bit+--” “Good,
fay boy! You’re so aspiring! Nevertheless, those who are
in business are strongly opposed by many people. People en-
gaged in business are considered treacherous and deceitful.
They treated businessmen with disdain and coldness. ”

“I don’t care what other people think or say.I will be
like my eldest grandfather Fadixah---”

“Now ,now ,don’ t kid,Go to your bed.”

The father and son were sitting on the edge of the kang
(41) . Suddenly, the son asked. “Dad, could you allow mom
to come back and live with us?”

“Nonsense!” Father flew into a rage, glared at his son
with widely—opened eyes furiously. “Dare you say it once
more, | will give you a slap on your cheek. Broken mirror
can’t be joined together. That’s impossible! Shut up your
mouth and sleep!”

Whenever Mayirjan mentioned the remarriage of his
parents, it will make his father angry very much. He knew
his father has an unbending temper, so he had never men-
tioned it again. However,deep in his heart, he eagerly hope
that his parents remarry some day. But he didn’ t speak out.
It might be that the children-of the poor are forced to be in
charge of the family earlier than they could. The same as the

case of Mayirjan. He ofter went to do farmwork with his fa-
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ther when he was only 6 ~7 years old,so that they can get
more workpoints. Sometimes he was a shepherd and some-
times he was a cownerd like other children. Thus he became
a child herdsman.

But Mayirjan didn’ s want to be a peasant or a herds-
man for life—long. Seeing other children in his age going to
school with schoolbag on their backs, he began to keep talk-
ing to his father about his dream of going to school. No oth-
er choice, his fater had to talk it over to his relatives. Soon
Mayirjan came to his second uncle Watanxah’ s home and
live with them, so that he could study together with his
cousins.

After finishing his junior middle school in his uncle’s,
he went back to his father again. On the first day he came
back, he asked the question which was kept deeply in his
heart for several years, “Dad, please remarry my mother. I
beg you!”

“I told you that broken mirror can’t be rejoined” Fa-
ther stopped his son again stubbornly.

He failed in one thing, then tried another. Mayirjan was
determined to strive for realizing his “dream of his child-
hood. ”

One night, the father and the son was sitting in their
courtyard, enjoying the moon and counting the stars.

“Dad, I want a further study---.”
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“What? Haven’ t you just finished your junior middle

sehool? . What else do you want to learn? You are already
12 years old. Be a good farmer and work for more work-
points!”

“I’ m sorry. But I want to go outside here to learn
something---.”

“Go where? And learn what?”

“I want to go to Poskam (¥ ¥ ) to learn Arabic and
Persian-+-.”

“What on earth do you want to do?”

“Like my eldest grandfather, to be a wealthy merchant
and make money abroad.”

“Then':- How do you know that if you go to Poskam
(¥ )to study-++ - ”

“My cousin Tillajan has got in touch with the related
places. I’ m going to go with

“Hh---Ahmm---.”

Father gradually straightened out his thinking after
some ideological struggle. Then he got some money from
their relatives and sent his son away.

The teacher taught well and the student was eager to
learn. After 2 years’ hardworking, Mayirjan finished lan-
guage courses fruitfully. He came back to his father again.
This time he has a sacred mission to fullfil; Persuade his par-

ents into remarrying each other.
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Mayirjan was shuttling back and forth between his fa-
ther and mother, imploring them urgently to remarry. How-
ever,no matter how hard he tried, how much he persuaded,
the parents still disagreed.

This made 14—year—old Mayirjan very disappointed.
Atlast he declared: If they agree to remarry, then he would
stay and fulfil his filial duty to the parents. Farming involves
suffering from hardship though, he can enjoy family happi-
nesss. If they still disagree with it,he would leave home and
head for his own cause.

To his great surprise, they are in different placs but
gave him the same answer firmly:“NO ! ”

While persuading his parents, he wrote a letter to his
uncle Rixitbek who was the first group graduate from Xin-
jiang Medical Institute. Rixitbek was wkrking for Hotan
Prefectural Epidemic Prevention Statiion. He agreed Mayir-
jan’s plan of going there to learn Urdu(language)and Per-
sian,and tried his best to support him and help him both in
learning and everyday life.

Thus Mayirjan came to Hotan city which is over 1000
kilometres from his hometown. This is a turning point in his
life,and also a new starting point of being determined to re-

alize his dream which he has been longing for since he was a

child!
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3 FIRST TIME
IN BUSINESS TASTING JOYS
AND SORROWS OF LIFE

Hotan city is where the Hotan Prefectural Party and
the Government Administration located. It lies at the south-
west part of Tarim Basin and Taklamakan Desert. Its south
part stretches to the foot of the Kardkunlun Mountains and
borders upon Tibet.

This is the edge of the desert, but has a large area of
oasis. It is also where Uygur people are thickly inhabited. It
is utterly different from where Mayirjan lived before.

Hotan abounds in wheat, rice, corn, fruits and melon,
cotton and silkworm. Its special local products are “Hotan
Jade” , “Hotan Carpet” , “Hotan Silk” . These are not entirely
the same as those in his hometown.

Mayirjan came from faraway,so he didn’t get used to
being there at first. But he soon adjusted himself to the place
and decided to stay there for his learning, for his future. He
studied further. He once learned Arabic and Persian in
Poskan, this had laid a good foundation for his learning Ur-
du for the first time and studying Persian again. Many peo-
ple told him that the neighbourhood country Pakistan,
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which borders on his hometown, commonly uses Urdu. If
one knows Urdu, he can communicate with anyone through-
out Pakistan. Then he is no longer deaf an dumb there. So
he overcame all kinds of difficulties such as in condition, dai-
ly life and customs, etc. . He devoted himself fully in learn-
ing languages. He did a very good job in this private school,
and improved rapidly in language learning. Only after one
year’s study, he could talk to others in Urdu(language).
At that moment, the wind of reform and open policy
blew in Hotan. The three special local products have drawn
many foreign quests’ attention. The guests and businessmen
came to visit Hotan. People engaged in business began to in-
crease day by day. Thus the natives of Hotan started to get
in touch with Pakistanis,and their numbers are increasing.
In this new circumstance, we need a special
“bridge”

bic, Persian and Urdu, became a prospective person employ-

interpreter. Now, Mayirjan, who knows Ara-

able both by Chinese and Pakistan businessmen. This is also
a golden opportunity for him to show his ability and talent.

Being more than one year’ s nonprofessional inter-
preter , he benefited greatly. He killed five birds with one
stone:

Firstly. Using what he learned right away made him
study much harder than before.

Secondly. while being an interpreter, he is actually hav-
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ing an on—swthe~spot practice. He can correct his mistakes,

add, up new knowledge and make an intensive study on prac-
fical language.

Thirdly. He has made a careful observation during his

interpreting, so he gained a first hand experience. Gradually
he has learned some unique skills used in business and the a-
bility in management.
Fourthly. He has been associated with many peddlers and
merchants. Some of the compatriots and foreign guests have
become friends with him. These friends will be the “bridge”
for his later—on trade affairs.

Fifthly. His labour was paid accordingly in return. Day
by day, he accumulated nearly 1000 yuan.

This is the first time that Mayirjan has got so much
money in his pocket. And it is the money he earned through
his own effort, the money fully belonged to himself. This is
his capital, a cornerstone to achieve the dream of his child-
hood.

OK. Now what kind of business should I start with this
money? The special local products here are Hotan Jade,
Hotan Carpet and Hotan Silk. They are all well—sold goods
in other places. But he only has about 1000 yuan. in his
pocket. So the first step is very important to him. He must
make a profit Otherwise, the money earned by one year’s

hard work will be like a drop of water permeated into the
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desert

disppears in a second.

By a careful market research and the concerning the
market quotations of his hometown, he resolutely decided to
buy SHotan carpets. He was going to sell it in his hometown
which was 1000 kilometres away from Hotan.

That was May of 1986. He was 18. He was going to
complete his course. He bought 5 different—coloured and
different—sized carpets in Hotan carpet—selling market af-
ter looking around it again and again and making painstak-
ing selection.

He carried all those carpets on his shoulder as a manual
worker did. And did all the packing himself.

Having bought the bus ticket from Hotan to Kashghar,
he transported those carpets by a handcart. And he put all of
them on the top of the bus by himself.

He arrived in Kashghar the next day. He was looking
for another bus to his hometown. At last he found a truck.
He put the carpets on the top of it and went to hometown
on it.

Within several days, he sold out all of them and cleared
1200 yuan . When he sat down at home calculating his mon-
ey time and time again, all the tiredness, sweat and fatigue
of these days disappeared completely. He smiled like a win-
ner.

In July, Mayirjan bought another 20 carpets in Hotan
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and sold’ them out it Kashghar and Artux. This time he
made a net profit of 4000 yuan .

In August , he came to Hotan again and this time he
bought 50carpets. He took them to Aksu and Urumgi to
sell. And the net profit was over 20,000 yuan.

Mayirjan is a tall and matured young man now.He has
20thousand yuan .in his pocket. Though he was still in U-

rumgi himself, his heart had already flown to his parents. He

couldn’ t forget his sacred mission persuade his parents
to remarry each other.

The first time. He gave them advice seperately. This
time neither of them got angry, and neither of them lost
their temper.

The second time. They only sat sighing.

The third time. Father and mother agreed grudgingly.

A year later,Mayirjan advised them again and again to
remarry. At alst, he invited them together. With tears gush-
ing from his eyes, he recounted the bitterness of both sides
after departure;the psychic trauma brought to his sister and
himself. He also yearned for the future happiness they will
have after reunion. Then he promised to fulfil the filial duty
to his parents after family reunion in future.

Bothe of them were touched at long last by their son’s
many years of persuasion and entreatment. The broken mir-

ror has been rejoined at last!
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One day in March, 1987, the Unit Two in Tashkorgan
county was bustling with happy noise and excitement. Al
the villagers nearby headed their way to Mayirjan’s house.

That day,not only was the day so fine and bright with
sunshine, but also the house looked brand—new. Especially
their parents who were at their best. They were receiving
their guests with happy smile.

These days, Mayirjan was both excited and busy. He
took out 1800 yuan .and bought meat ,rice,oil and vegeta-
bles himself. He also delivered all the invitations by himself.

Over 200 guests came to congratulate the family re-
union. The whole courtyard was crowded with guests. The
host entertained their guests warmly and generously. The
whole ceremony was systematically arranged and the guests
all had a lively day.

The folk band were playing their music and singing
songs heartily. Accompanied by the small drum, the special
Tajik bamboo flute played some cheerful Tajik music. All
the men couldn’ s help singing loudly the following Tajik
folk songs:

Up above the blue sky,
Eagles spread wings and fly.
Clear water ing the lake,
Bring swimming fish a gay.
Sturdy steeds galloping,
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On the grassland flourishing.

In the life of mountain people,

Without relatives is unbearable.

Settling the parents’s remarriage , Mayirjan began to be
busy running about for his sister Maygul. After nearly 2
months’ efforts, he succeeded in doing following major is-
sues:

1.He changed his sister’ s registered permanant resi-
dence from rural area to the city.

2. He arranged his sister to work as a tailor in a tailor-
ing shop of the Village and Township Enterprises Bureau.

3. He held a brand engaging ceremony for his sister and
the would—be—sister—in—law.

People have seen all these with their own eyes.

His parents said that Mayirjan was really a son of filial
sentiments, and a sensible boy. He must have a bright fu-
ture.

The local people said that Mayirjan had become a real
man even though he was only 18 (years old). He could do
things with careful planning and with capability like an ex-
perienced adult. Being so young but can make money
through business. He might be much more capable than his
eldest grandfather. He might be more wealthy than him,

too.
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4 NEW THINGS OF THE TIME
A BOY FROM A VALLEY
BECAME AN INTERPRETER

The 13 years from Mayirjan’s 5~ 8, are the years of
his parents’ divorce to remarry.

These 13 years, from his childhood to his early youth
and to his youth, he experienced the three growing stages of
his lifetime.

These 13 years, he became a student from a naughty
boy. He became a peddlar from a student. He experienced a
great turning—point in his life.

Now he has completed his sacred mission. He has ar-
ranged his sister’s job and marriage. So what he is going to
do next is to keep his mind on his great aspirations,go hus-
tling and bustling to realize his dream—Be wealthy through
business!

In October of 1998, with his 20 thousand yuan as capi-
tal, he bought some plain white cloth and some silk cloth in
Kashghar and Hotan. He transported it to Sust( 3 R ¥#4)
(a name of a town in Pakistan)in a truck. Then he took it in
a car to Gilgit(F R 7 4F) to sell it. It was the first time for
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him to go abréad. Everything seemed strange to him. But he
comd speak fluent Urdu, Arabic and Perstan. He could com-

yiunicate intimately with the different nationalities in this

area of Pakistan. He has a distinctive superiority in lan-
guages, so selling goods went smoothly. He cleared 23 thou-
sand yuan . The selling was successful. However, the trans-
portation was rather difficult for him to do, for he was self—
employed. So all the purchasing, packing, shipping, unload-
ing and hiring(car,etc. ) had to be done by himself. He was
always seen dusty and sweaty from head to feet. It was a
sheer image of manual worker. For him, thougt it was hard
and tiredsome, he did make some money. He found out a
way . Besides, he has made a lot of friends.

As days went by, lots of Pakistan businessmen came to
Kashghar fo business. They especially mentioned Mayirjans
name to meet him. They said he was an excellent inter-
preter.

So the name of this Tajik“Interpreter Ma”has spreaded
out. Many state organs, enterprise units were eager to invite
him to be their interpreter in successions. At last, he agreed
to be an interpreter for The Foreign Affairs of Kashghar
Public Security Bureau. They pay him 300 yuan each
month. He also agreed to be an interpreter for The Qilifeld
Economic and Trade Company. They pay him 600 yuan
each month.
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People said that a once—herdsman has now become an
interpreter for foreign languages, which was the new thing
of the time.

Being an interpreter was only his part—time job. It
was one of his concurrent jobs. He only did it when there
were external public functions. As for these affairs had been
previously arranged, he could still use his spare time to be in
his business.

In May of 1989, Mayirjan bought some more plain
white cloth in Kashghar. He took it straight ahead to Islam-
abad , Pakistan, to sell it. During this 1000—mile journey, he
was a boss as well as a manual worker. He was an escort as
well as a porter. He was a purchasing agent as well as a sell-
er. He had concurrent duties of jobs. It was really tire some
and full of hardship. However, within ten days, he made
over ten thousand yuan. At last, the overload and the
now—cold—now—hot weather made this ambitious and
strong young man wear out. He had caught a very bad cold,
and went to the hospital in Isalmabad. In order to save his
money, he only stayed 7 days in hospital and then went out.
It had cost him 2200 yuan . In the contact and purchase of
goods for return, he only had two meals a day. For break-
fast, he only had tea with pancake. For supper, he had some-
thing better but no more than six yuan . This was the lowest
standard for the local people on business trip or for the
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tourists:

During this period of time, Mayirjan continued to do his
ifterpretation as well as his business. His capital gradually
became more. His business has been enlarged. The range of
his business has grown wider than before.

Up to July of 1990, he accumulated 100 thousandu
yuan . He constantly made his business trip between China
and Pakistan. He had earned himself a higher status com-
mercial circles with his honesty and prestige. Thus he was
trusted by many business companies. Through many years of
market research, he decided to buy some pottery and porce-
lain in China including bowls, plates, dishes, vases, and so
on. This time he started to deal in futures. He picked up 150
thousand yuan’s worth of goods from a pottery in China
without paying for it. They agreed that he could pay the
money after all the pottery has been sold out in Pakistan,in-
cluding 10 thousand yuan transportation expenses. The to-
tal expenses of purchasing was 100 thousand, the total mon-
ey of selling was 240 thousand. He made a net profit of 140
thousand yuan . Thereupon Mayirjan had opened up another
way in business.

Thereafter, Mayirjan succeeded in doing another busi-
ness. He bought 300 thousand yuan’s worth of pottery and
took it to Islamabad in Pakistan and sold out successfully.
The total selling sum was 570 thousand(yuan) , he made a
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net profit of 270 thousand(yuan).

Then some businessmen turned with covetable eyes and
swarming forward to engage in the pottery trade. So the
market in Pakistan soon weakened on that.

Mayirjan had already forseen this,so he quickly headed
for cement selling.

In May, 1991, Mayirjan purchased 200 tons of cement
from Kashgar and Aksu. He hired 20 trucks from Unit
Three of No. 6 Transport Comany. He sold the cement in
Pakistan and cleared 2000 American dollars. Before starting
this business, he had signed a contract with the seller, buyer
and the transport unit. So everything was all right in pur-
chasing ,transporting,and selling. This is a new start in his
business life. It was the first step he took to“standardiza-
tion,” “legalization” ,and“being in order.”

After that, he transported 70 trucks of cement and
cleared 7000 dollars, that is more than 50 thousand yuan in
Chinese currency.

Followed by that was the exporting of granulated sug-
ar, fresh ginger, dried ginger, nylon, etc.. The profit was
considerably great. '

In December, 1991, Mayirjan managed a hotel in Gilgit
in Pakistan—"Yimarye” Hotel. Then he went to Islamabad
and bought a luxurious car with stepless speed changing de-
vice. He had learned to drive, and got a driving licence. He
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himself drove/the car coming and going between Gilgit and

Isldiyabad:

Mayirjan was working as a hoter manager and at the
same time, he continued with other businesses. In Decem-
ber, 1992, he purchased six trucks of pine nuts,Badam(/\ H
A ) and (milk) cream from Pakistan and sold them in
Kashghar. They sold so well and the gain was also consider-
able. He netted a profit of 200 thousand yuan at a time.

While running his hotel and doing his businesses in
Pakistan, he found out an inadequateness: he didn’ t know
English. In Pakistan, English had almost become their na-
tional language. Many newspapers, magazines and documen-
tal materials are in English. So he went to a night school.
After one year’ s hardwork, he began to have the ability to
communicate in English.

Up to now, this 24—year—old Mayirjan could speak 7
foreign languages. They are: Arabic, Urdu, Persian, English,
Boxto (of Afghanistan. Self—educated ), Wahan (of Pak-
istan) , Burxik(of Pakistan). At the same time, he educated
himself with Russian,Japanese, Chinese. This has laid a firm
and rare basis of language for his rapid development in fu-
ture and overseas business affairs.

Later on, he took the correspondence course in Xinjiang
Normal University. He majored in economical law. After

four years’ study,he became a graduate of a college(for pro-
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fessional training)out of a junior student. He has got a grad-

uation certificate.
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5 MIXED MARRIAGES |
EMBODIED THE COUPLE’S
PERSEVERING STRIVING

Mayirjan’ s capability in businesses, the literary talent
in languages have become a favourite topic among the people
in Kashghar. Moreover, he is young and vigorous. He is a
man of striking appearance. He is so kind and honest. He is
diligent in his study. For these, all the state organs tried to
be the first to recruite him as their cadre. Because of the
various reasons in structures at that time, it was impossible
for them to recruit him as a cadre.

Then Southern Xinjiang Coal And Power Corporation
made its greatest resolution and accepted him as a regular.
That was in February, 1993. This corporation founded
Gongda Corporation in Pakistan and he was appointed man-
ager to it.

That spring Mayirjan was sent to escort a truck of tyre
from Kashghar to Pakistan. Suddenly, there was such a large
amount of snow on Pamir Plateau that the truck couldn’t
move a single step further. The whole mountains were cov-
ered with a 70cm—deep pile of snow, so they had to stop

within the boundaries of Pakistan.
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This truck of goods was to be transported according to
the contract. So there was a time limitation for it. That is to
say, they couldn’t be held up too long.

What to do next? the best way to solve the problem
was to bring a tractor here to draw the truck. It was the
first time for the driver to go abroad, so he had no acquain-
tance here.

Mayirjan had to contact them himself.

Deep snow had covered the road. The slightest careless-
ness would make you fall into the deep snow valley. That
would sureley end it all. Luckily enough, he had got very fa-
miliar with all the ways to anywhere,so he walked(actually
he had no other choice than moving forward by walk) , with
great difficulty of course. The depth of the snow was over
his knees. However, braving the severe coldness and the
snow storm, he gritted his teeh and dashed forward. Several
dozens kilometres of mountain road took him more than one
day (nearly 30 hours).

At last there came with him a tractor. The truck ar-
rived at its destination,and the goods were sent to its buyer
on time. But from then on, he had got arthritis in his feet. It
got more and more serious as time went by. Sometimes he
couldn’t even walk because of pain.

Thus he was hospitalized in Kashghar Traditional
Uygur Uygur Hospital. That was in December of 1993.
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The hogpital appointed the young woman doctor Rabia
asva, doctor=—in—charge.

This woman doctor was a newly—graduated—student
from a prestigious medical university, and had outstanding
academic credentials.

She was born on October 10, 1968. Her father is
Ablimit. He was formerly a section chief in Southern Xin-
jiang Construction Corporation. Unfortunately he died of a
sudden myocardial infection in 1981. Her mother Yimilihan
is a housewife. She is diligently a good wife and loving
mother. She has altogether six children: four daughters and
two sons.

She was admitted to Lanzhou Northwest Institute for
Nationalities. And studied two years’ of Chinese language in
a preparatory course( That was from 1985—1987).

In 1987, she went to study in Beijing University of
Traditional Chinese Medicine by unified distribution and
majored in traditional Chinese medicine.

She has studied for a good eight years in an inland uni-
versity,and graduated in July,1993. In Septemper,she went
to work in Kashghar Traditional Uygur Hospital. That is to
say,she was in charge of Mayirjan in treatment two months
after her being a doctor.

She gave him an acupuncture treatment(a term for

Chinese medicine)everyday. She was so careful and patient.
42



She told him to take medicine on time and often took care of
him in everyday life.

The two young people,from getting to know each oth-
er to being familiar with each other, often chatted in their
spare time. First they were only doctor and patient, now
they are becoming friends with each other.

He is 180cm and she is 155cm. He is 25cm taller than
her,and half a year older than her. He treated her as an el-
der brother treats a younger sister.

She is a doctor while he is a patient. As a doctor, she
treated her patient with full responsibility. At the same
time, she treated him like a younger sister treats an elder
brother, so meticulous, so loving,so carful and so helpful.

He regarded her as a responsible, good—hearted, very
pretty,and a really beautiful woman in his thought.

She considered him as an ambitious, clever and capa-
ble,very smart,and a really handsome young man.

Lying in bed in hospital, he was actually worrying
about the business affairs in his corporation. It has been 20
days since he was in hospital. He felt he had got much better
than before, so he left there determinedly. It was a month
later that he came back to the hospital for settling the bill.

Mayirjan has been staying with one of him realtives
which is only about one kilometre away from Rabia’ s
home. He and she often dated with each other on their
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day~off or\after workhours.

They walked in the woods together, chatting.

They went to the market place together, sightseeing.

Sometimes they met with each other under moonlight.

Sometimes chatted on the flower—surrounded terrace.

They have talked lots and lots about themselves. They’
ve talked about their past, their present and their future.
They’ ve talked about the good impressions left to each oth-
er, their longing for each other after leaving.

Apparently they began to fall in love with other.

One day in April of 1994, they met with each other at
“the old place”. Under the beautiful moonlight, they sat
gradually close to each other. That night he formally pro-
posed marriage to her. Both of them were very happy when
looking forward to their better and brighter future.

Both of them told this excellent news to their parents
and relatives with great excitement,and asked for an auspi-
cious day for their marriage.

“No! Never! We don’ t agree. Stop getting touch
with each other right now!” Both sides’ relatives firmly op-
posed in one voice.

The boy’s relatives:

“Honey, Tajik and Uygur are both of minority nation-
alities, that’ s true. And they have the same religious

beliefl Islam. But they have different customs and habits.
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They have different traditional ideas. How could you live
with the same agreement in future?”

“My younger brother, you are too young to realize
some things. You know all the Uygur girls are so stern that
they always want to arrogate all powers to themselves, espe-
cially the financial power. They take their husbands just as a
manual worker. There have been so many examples for
that. Some of them have already got stuck in the mud. Do
you want to be another one?”

“Hey, my friend! Money can do everything for you.
Don’t worry. Every Jack has his Jill. There are great many
beautiful and capable girls in our Tajik, why on earth you’ ve
chosen that Uygur girl as your spouse?”

The girl’s relatives:

“Dear. You were born in city and was brought up in
city. You’ ve never tasted the bitter life in rural or pastoral
area. How could you be willing to be married to a man from
a family of herdsman and peasant?”

“My younger sister, you have studied in a university for
eight years. You are so well—educated. You have a regular
job, high social status. Your spouse should at least be a grad-
uate from a professionally—trained college.”

“Rabia, why did you become more and more confused
after so many years’ higher education? There are millions of
young Uygur men,isn’t there any one who is to your taste?
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To tell youthe truth, there is a dozen of them who are fond
ofyou. Don’ t you know that? If yes, then why on earth

you are willing to be married to the Tajik guy?”

Another moonlit night. They were walking under the
willows slowly and silently. The old city and the silent night
were listening to the two young hearts rolling with waves.
After exchanging their parents’s opinions, they were both
shocked as if struck by a bolt from the blue. They felt ex-
tremely depressed.

Both of them stopped. Mayirjan took her hands and
looked down at her, asking, “Rabia, tell me the truth,do you
really love me?”

She looked up to him with deep feelings, and said,
“Yes, I love you, from the bottom of my heart!” With her
right cheek leaning on his chest,she was so excited that her
tears couldn’ t help dropping down her faces. Then she slow-
ly looked up at him and said, “Mayirjan,do you love me?”

“Sure of course. I love you with all my heart. No one
other than you!” Then he hugged her tightly, and more
tightly.

Both of them were faithful in love,but with great pres-
sure in their mind. Parents and relatives looked at them like
a fault—finding inspector who were inspecting a child. Smil-
ing faces changed into cold faces. The look with insight

changed into a supercilious one. Sometimes, if they saw him
46



-

or her go out in the evening or on his or her day—off, they
would ask everything in detail, “Where are you going?
What are you going to do? Who are you going with? what
is the matter?”

The days dragged on like one year to them this month.
They felt extremely melancholy. They lessened the times of
their meetings. Nevertheless, deep in their hearts, the love
grew irresistibly like a seed sprouting from the covered soil.

One evening, they met at “the old place.” Once more
they expressed their true love. In order not to give other
people a ‘ handle’ or let them ‘ pick holes’ after their mar-
riage, which will affect their feeling to each other, they de-
cided to have a further conference with each other.

He said, “After our marriage, who do you think should
be in charge of the finance?”

She replied, “ You are the head of the family, and you
always have to pay for the goods in purchase. It’ s better you
be in charge of it.”

“After marriage, I’ 1l try my best to respect the habits
and the customs of Uygur people::+.”

“I will show respect to Tajik’s customs and habits.”

“That’ 1l be fine.”

“But I don’t know your customes and habits:+-.”
“You will know.”

“I'll surely be pleased to learn them!”
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Later of ; whenever they were meeting, he would let
ke know some customs and habits of Tajiks. Sometimes he
would even demonstrate some by himself.

Tajik people are very hospitable. When they meet, they
kiss each other as greeting. When women at the same age
meet, they hug each other and give a kiss on each other’s
lips. Juniors kiss seniors’ centre of their palm while seniors
can kiss juniors either on eyes or cheeks. Male friends simply
shake hands or kiss each other’s back of their hands.

After the guests are in,and sit on the cotton—padded-
‘mattress on the kang, the hostess will bring some wheat
flour, pick up a little between her finger and her thumb,
then scatter it on her guests’ shoulders skillfully. They do
this to show their warmest welcome and highest respect to
their guest. They wish that everything of their guests will
be all right and they could always be of good luck.

They serve their guests not according to their social
status, but according to their ages. The eldest will be in the
seat of honour—the left side of the kang. The rest will be
seated in an age order from the eldest to the youngest, and
from the left side to the right side. The host should sit at the
right side of the kang to accompany his guests.

The hostess will be busy preparing meals in kitchen,
singing for the guests A TUNE OF WELCOME while do-
ing preparation. She would sing it in a soft voice to show her
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heartfelt welcome to her guests. One of them is as follow-

ing:

Rich pastures due to cool spring,

Merry nightingales fond of radiant spring.
Shapeless friendship, but a mighty force,

Needs praise from mouths upori mouths.

Play the flute and play the Rawap,

Welcome my guests with all spirits up.

Soon I'’ll serve you with hot buttered—tea,

And bigltailed lamb butchered especially for thee.
Seeing you my distinguished guests,

As a traveller finding spring water in desert.
Hearing your familiar voice my distinguished guests,

As a lost—man on the plateau hearing camel bells.

Besides ROZA and KURBAN festivals, which are
shared by Uygur nationality as well as people of other na-
tionalities believing in Islam, the Tajiks also celebrate their
own festival. The BARAT FESTIVAL is something like the
Latern Festival celebrated by the Han in China(on the night
of the 15th of the first lunar month). Its popular name is
FIRE WORSHIP FESTIVAL, celebrated on the 14th and
15th night of Angust.

XAWGONBAHAR FESTIVAL—means spring festi-
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val, This is\a/festival of a unique style on Pamir Plateau dur-
R, the farming season which is celebrated on the 21st of
March.

ZIVER FESTIVAL—a water channelling festival. It is
celebrated during the spring months. After breaking the ice
and channelling the water into the river, they will hold some
recreational activities such as horse racing and lamb tus-
sling, etc. .

TIHIMZUWA FESTIVAL—A transliteration in

Tajik, which means“Seeding Festival”, or “Farming Festi-
val.”
Tajik has many interesting incidents about marriage.
For example, using a kind of small embroidered bag to ex-
press love and sending matchmaker party”to have a propos-
a. The bride has to sit in her own room waiting for the
bridegroom and his escorting party. Beating drums as a con-
gratulations for the newly—wed couple. Taking a bath be-
fore trying on the wedding dress. Before escorting the bride
to the bridegroom’s home, the bride would hug her mother
and cry loudly and then say goodbye to her. Kowtow in
thanks to the chief withess of the wedding ceremony. And
then comes the happy match.

During these marital affairs, people sometimes sing
chorus, sometimes sing in an antiphonal style. Some naughty

girls, in order to sound the young man out about his love to
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her, will give him an empty pouch to make him think of her
from dawn to dusk and make him perplexed. Then the af-
fectionate girl will sing a lovely song of comfort unde the

moonlight:

Swan loves the lake water.

Eagle loves blue sky forever.
Skylark loves the daybreak.

While reindeer loves the iceberg.
Black—eyed girl sent you her
Empty pouch to test you further---

Sometimes if the girl wants to end their love relation-

ship,she will sing a song of parting:

I would never glance at the moon,
Though it’s bright and clear.

1 would never touch it though,

It is limpid spring water.

Nor would i pin it on my breast,

Though the rose is flourished.

If the“matchmaker party”of the bridegroom come for
the proposal, then the bride™s side will invite a singer to sing
a love song over and over at the courtyard or outside the
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door of the yirt:

Gold makes it possible to buy thriving herds.
And also possible to buy sturdy steeds.
But not possible for the heart of your dear.

Only to exchange it with absolutely sincere.

The matchmaker representing the boys side will soon
realize that they have to commit themselves. So one of the

mathchmakers will sing immediately;

Pearls favour the clear water,
Nightingales favour the red rose.
Girl, he is longing for you,

Never regret facing avalanche through---

If both sides of the“matchmaker party” come to an a-
greement, then the mother(or any of his aunts) will go to
the girl and kiss the girl’s forehead and wear for her a pair
of earrings as a gift. After this, all the women will sing to-
gether AN ENGAGING SONG:

Beautiful is the night sky
For shining stars and moon.

The beauty of the pasture land
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For running flocks of herds.
I love my milkmaid

For her heart of gold

“Rabia, since we have promised each other for mar-
ringe privately, we should sing The Engaging Song, too.”

“Mayirjan, I have kept in mind all you’ ve told me.
Let’ s arrange our marital affairs according to the way of
Tajik people do.But I can’t sing these songs:*.”

“What I said are only those common customs and cour-
tesy . They are essential for you to know,but don’ t bother to
worry too much about them.”

“As I’ m willing to marry to you, that means I'm a
member of you Tajiks. So we’ d better keep the rules of
Tajik.”

The two lovers made up their mind to love each other
foever. Even myriad hardships andhazards can’t stop their
love. They both decided to persuade their parents into agree-
ing their marrying each other.

But neither side of the parents did show any sign of
support. Nor did they show resolute opposition.

What should we do next?

Marry! Surely marry! The sooner the better!

On the 13th of July, the young Tajik man Mayirjan
married Uygur girl Rabia, in their 60-—square—metre new
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house . Withott a scene of bustle and excitement, without his

{ather’ s participating,ony her mother attended the ceremo-
uy. To their comfort, they have,after all, married the person
they loved. Both of them felt extremely happy. .

Soon after their marriage, Mayirjan’ s sister was going
to get married. So this newly—married couple from differ-
ent nationalities made a special trip to Tashkorgan County
to help manage their sister’s marital affairs.

Rabia did everything according to Tajik customary
rules. She was both diligent and intelligent. She was a very
beautiful girl. She was honest. All the Tajik relatives began
to put on smiling faces now.

Thereafter, Mayirjan and Rabia held a formal wedding
ceremony as a makeup. This time all of Mayirjan’s relatives
attended, and it was full of joy and excitement. After the
ceremomny , Mayirjan took Rabia to all his relatives’ homes
one after another.

So far,not only have all his Tajik relatives accepted Ra-
bia, but also said with delight, “Mayirjan’ s wife is the best
girl out of all!”

The couple said: Their happiness was gained after
breaking through one barrier after another.

Mayirjan also promised that he will keep on seeking
further development of his enterprise with the efforts he had

used when he was chasing his lovely wife!.
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6 THE SERIOUS ACCIDENT
A NARROW ESCAPE
WITH NO REGRET

For Mayirjan, marriage was the beginning of a happy
family life.

Marriage was another mark of the new time of period
in his life—long journey.

He didn’ t cling to his happy family. He was still striv-
ing perseveringly for further development of his enterprise.

He talked over with his wife that he wanted to go
abroad to put his ability to good use, for he had realized that
he had got many superiorities. Beside knowing seven foreign
languages, he has made many friends in several countries.
His luck of making those foreign friends followed by a rare
chance. He grasped it,and so grasped the new way of devel-
opment. i

That was seven years before his marriage, December of
1988, the vice—chairman of Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’ s Congress Seypidin ( # #8 % ) visited Pak-
istan. At the moment, Mayirjan was sent to Pakistan by Oil-
field Economic and Trade Corporation as an interpreter. He
was engaged in the business of LPG ( Liquefied Petroleum
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Gas) . Heariog that the state leader from the motherland was

tofing, he hurried to Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan.
With the help of the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan, he was
able to see Seypidin at last.

Meeting in a foreign country, the two countryfellows
from Xinjiang felt extremely cordial. The more they talked,
the closer they felt. Mayirjan was familiar with Pakistan and
he knew several foreign languages. He knwe better and did a
better job than the interpreter Seypidin took with. So Sey-
pidin asked Mayirjan to go with them and to be his part—
time ‘interpreter during their visit.

Thus Mayirjan followed Seypidin during their visit to
Iran, The United Arab Emirates,Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

During the time of being in these five countries, he
made friends with many people. As he knew their
hanguages, he could talk easily with those foreigners. The
foreigners were also eager to know about China’s current
situation and about Chinese markets. So they asked him to
go to their country for a visit. If necessary, they said, he
could do his business there. As for him, he made the best of
the chance to publicize the warmness of his own country,
and to disseminate the great achievements after the reform
and opening policies.

Having finished the visit to the five countries with Sey-
pidin, Mayirjan went to Nepal, Bhutan, Thailand, Malaysia,
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Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kirghizstan. The visits not
only enabled him go sightseeing and broaden his mind, but
also made him possible to do market investigation which is
also good for him to open his eyes. It was since then that he
began to set up a transnational civil enterprise.

What he longed to do after marriage was to achieve this
lofty dream.

In the fall of 1994, Mayirjan came to Pakistan.

He had been to Pakistan many times, and had visited
almost all the main cities. Formerly, he went there only for
buying and selling, and came back after 10 days or so. This
time, he would invest money for setting up an enterprise, so
he felt that everything should be done with caution. Every-
thing should be well—investigated.

Sust. This is a boundary pass of Pakistan. It is 521km
away from Gucheng; the farthest west of China; 227km
away from his hometown Tashkorgan; 100km away from
the China—Pakistan border. It is the only way for Chinese
to enter Pakistan,and also the road people of the third coun-
try from the west must take to come to China. During a half
year’ s time of opening and then closing the China—Pak-
istan pass, there is a continuous flow of visitors coming and
going through this pass. And many of them board and lodge
here. So Mayirjan ran a hotel named Badakxar Hotel which

included a resturant.
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But theré are five months of off seasons in Susk Pass

dufing which there are very few visitors and customers, the
bisiness won’ t be profitable. So he wanted to set up another
enterprise somewhere else.

Gilgit. This is a capital city for the northern part of
Pakistan, on the south bank of Gilgit River,south of Susk. It
is 360km away from Susk. It had once been the central place
for Buddhism. Now it is the economic and transporting cen-
tre of northern Pakistan and northern Kashmir, which is a
transfer station to connect the Karakunlun Road between
China and Pakistan. It is at an elevation of 1453 metres.
The weather there is pleasant. The distant snow—covered
mountain peak forms a sharp contrast with the red peach
flowers white apricot flowers and green willows. It’ s really
full of scenic beauty. There is a carved stone statue of
Sakyamuni on the cliff which is 6km away from Gilgit city.
There is a Trumphal Monument of Movor Dynasty 20km
away from Gilgit, which was built 700 years ago. The draw-
bridge built over the swift Gilgit River is 600 feet long and 6
feet wide. It is one of the biggest drawbridges in Asia. I June
of 1978,in the mountain village northeast to the city, Mar-
tyrs’ Park was built, which is 91metres long and 100 metres

wide. In the centre of the park, there was a monument to

the martyrs, which is 2 zhangs high(6 —g—metres) . There,

carved on it is the inscription“The Mausoleum Of Chinese
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Who Sacrificed Their Lives For Building Roads For Pak-
istan In Help. ”Behind the monument there lied the bodies
of 88 martyrs and those who died at their posts. The north-
ern part of Pakistan has recently upgraded the city(Gilgit)to
the capital of the northern province. Gilgit is also called“The
Centre of Chinese Production” , for four fifths of the shops in
that commercial centre are displaying and selling goods man-
ufactured by China. Most of the bussineses of the foreign
trade and frontier trade companies of Southern Xinjiang of
China to Pakistan started from here. So Mayirjan decided to
run the Himalaya Hotel and a Chinese restaurant simultane-
ously.

Mayirjan is no longer a manual worker, nor is he an or-
dinary businessman. He is now a dignified general manager
running two hotels. As a general mananer, he dressed him-
self up. Wearing suits with tie and leather shoes. His hair is
shiny all the time. But this is only a superficial phe-
nomenon. What is most significant is his sense of commerce
and the capability of management. Both his hotels and
restaurant were a great success, and enjoyed a high prestige
among the visitors from different parts of the world.

It is over 300km between Himalaya Hotel and Yimarye
Hoter,so Mayirjan always had to go between the places by
regular bus, which was really inconvenient for him. Later he
made up his mind and bought a car with 80 thousand yuan ,
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which was Whade in Japan. The car was equipped with a
stepless speed changing device. He learned to drive and got a
driving license. Thus he coule go to his work in his own car,
which brought about a great convenience for his business.

Once on his way from Islamabad to Gilgit, there was
something wrong with the electric circuit of the car, both
the stepless speed changing device and the brakes were out
of order. Right at the moment, the car was on its way of
1000—metre—long downgrade slope. Then the car was
running down at its full speed. The left side of the road was
a several—metre—deep valley, while its right side was a
several—metre~—deep river.

On the left side of the driver’s cab, there was a friend
of his from Pakistan who was in the business of LGP(Lig-
uefied Petroleum Gas). His name was Bulbuljan. At that
crucial moment, the first thing he thought was his friend’ s
safety. He said, “Bulbuljan before the car runs at its fastest
speed ,open the door and jump out.”

His friend was scared out of his wits, with his hands
trembling.

Mayirjan stretched out his hand to open the door for
him,but his friend suddenly held Mayirjan’ s hand up and
stopped him, “No, better you jump off first. See if I am skill-
ful enough to operate the steering wheel.”

“No,no. I am familiar with my own car. Hurry up and
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jump”
“Oh,no.I can also drive---.”
“No, you are my passenger. It’s my duty to save you

r”
ces

“No,you are my guest from China. I should save you

Before Mayirjan could say anything more, he opened
the door quickly,said: “Hurry up,Mayirjan, be quick!”

Mayirjan was still holding the steering wheel, with his
eyes gazing at the front. All the things outside the car passed
in a flash. There were still some more crooked roads a head
of them,so he must drive the car by himself to keep safety.
He closed the door of the car, “We should go through thick
and thin together.”

The car went faster and faster, like an arrow off the
string. The car kept forging a head at full speed. Any slight-
est roughness of the road now will make the car fly swifly
upward. After several times of jolting, the steering wheel of
the car wouldn’t work any more.

“Dong—"The car was thrown away at a turning point,
and headed in the deep valley to the left of the road. The car
rolled about. His head was badly bumped and was bleeding.

“Dong—"The car rolled again. Both his hands and feet
went numb,and they couldn’t follow his order.

“Dong—"This time he was unconscious.
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He gradually felt that the ache covered all over his
Body:his head, his arms, his legs. The whole body. He felt
more and more painful. Now he realized that there must
have been a car accident. “Where is my friend? How about
him?” He wondered. “Oh—yeah, my car turned upside—
down. But it happened on a flooded part of a roadside. How
could I be on such a comfortable bed, and the quilt. Where
am 1?”He thought.

He struggled to open his eyes.

“Oh, look! He has come round. He has regained his
consciouness. Oh, my god, that’ s great!” These are the
words of surprise in Urdu by some men and women.

As a matter of fact, when he was in that accident, he
was lucky enough to be saved by a driver who happened to
pass by. The kind—hearted driver sent him to a hospital in
Islambad. After having been given emergency treatment for
3 days and 3nights, he finally came to his consciousness.

His friend Bulbuljan’s condition wasn’ t serious. After
being bound up and observed for a day, he left hospital.
Mayirjan’s car was reduced to scraps.

In this serious accident, the top of his head and his
forehead was badly injured. The forehead required 2 stitch-
es,and the top of his head needed 5. His left arm was bro-

ken, so was his right leg. And the doctors did the operation
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for him without delay.

He was hospitalized for more than a month, so the con-
tition of his injury was controlled. Then he was transfered to
the hospital of Rawalpindi. The doctors there fixed stainless
steel into his broken arm and broken leg.

After 6 months of hospitalization he could get up and

move about a bit. It cost him 48 thousand for hospitaliza-

tion.
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7 - COMMERCE AND TRADE
IS A FRONT }

SUCCESS OR FAILURE ARE
BOTH RIGOROUS TESTS

The terrible accident pushed him into an all—time low
in his life—long journey.

His car was completely wrecked. His money was lost.
He himself was seriously injured!

This general manager in his beginning stage stayed
more than six months in hostipal. That means he had no
time to manage his two hotels and the restaurant. So some
of them didn’ t get good economic results and one even be-
gan to lose money. To Mayirjan, this really meant snow—
plus—frost.

“What are you going to do next?”Some asked.

“Yes, what shall I do next?”He asked himself.

All his family members were calling him, “Mayirjan,
come back home and we’ll nurse your injuries at home. We
are all eager to see you!”

“Mayirjan, everything is so difficult in a foreign coun-
try. Come back and heal yourself first. This is the most im-

portant thing for you to do. ”His friends persuaded.
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To his delight, he recovered so quickly. This was be-
cause he had cooperated very well with the doctors during
the treatment. Now he can lift some things as normal people
do. He can take some daily necessities with his hand. His
broken leg has been well set. He can walk as other normal
people do,and can even jump gently. From his outward ap-
pearance, he looked just like what he had been, except the
undistinct scar on his forehead. Actually deep in his heart,
only he himself knew how much bitterness, how much pres-
sure he had suffered from. This tenacity,and this willpower
was his nature and moral character.

Now he had nobrave words or empty talks.He was on-
ly meditating,observing and keeping on what he was doing.

The total lose in this accident was more than 200 thou-
sand yuan . In order to make up this loss, he had to do other
businesses ( other than running his hotel and restaurant)
which might benefit him. A

He made a very careful market research. He gathered
all the information and analysed it thoroughly. Then he bor-
rowed 500 thousand yuan from his friends and purchased 6
trucks of pine nut,Badam and (milk)cream.He transported
them to Kashghar,sold them all and netted a profit of more
than 200 thousand yuan .

In order to make further improvement, he bought a
blue Japanese—made car“#MHFEM”. (LWA L 9 H A )in
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pakistan which cost him 90 thousand yuan.He came and
wely, between Sust and Gilgit with with his car. He has for-
gotten all about his injuries and was doing his business
wherever beneficial. He was like an eagle soaring to great
heights.

Once on his way back to Sust, he was caught in a flood
on the road. It happened that a several—metre flood peak
pushed a huge rock and his“#& ¥ " was smashed by it.

After the flood, he managed to take his car for a repair
which cost him 40 thousand yuan . After the repair he sold
this car at a price of 60 thousand yuan . Thus he has lost 70
thousand in this car.

“Hey , Mayirjan, you’ ve lost money again!”

“Yes, I’ ve lost money again.But I’ll try to make it a-
gain!”

Yes,commerce and trade is a front. It’s quite common
for the soldier to win or lose on a battlefield. On the com-
merce, both success and failure are rigorous tests.

Mayirjan has a belief: “Don’ t be overexcited when you
get profit; Don’ t be depressed when you lose money. " These
years, he has developed on basis of the transition between
gain and lose.

Sometimes, the gain or the loss reflects is independent
of one’s will.

Sometimes, the gain or the loss reflects a moral charac-
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ter of a businessman.

Here is a true story about the moral character of a busi-
nessman. Once a friend who was in the same trade told
Mayirjan some good news secretly; that if he bought tea
from Pakistan and sold it in Kashghar or other places, then
he could clear 3—5yuan from each kilogram.

Several days later, this man came to Mayirjan again and
said,“1’ ve purchased too much tea and couldn’t find so
many trucks to transport it to Kashghar. I know you are re-
sourceful, and you have many friends and acquaintances
here. You must have the idea of how to manage trucks.
Since we are friends,can I transfer some to you at the origi-
nal price.”

A few days later, the infromatiom came from
Kashghar. It was true that he can clear at least 2—3 yuan
from each kilogram.

Mayirjan took over 35 tons of tea and paid in cash. He
shipped it and took it to Kashghar. To his disappointment,
that guy had already transported 100 tons of tea to
Kashghar and had occupied the whole market of southern
Xinjiang. So when his 35 tons arrived, the tea market had
already reached saturation point. He wasn’ t able to sell it.
However,in order to draw his money back, he had to sell it
at lower price however painful it was. It tuuned out that he
had lost 240 thousand yuan .
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He has'drawn a good lesson from the loss of 240 thou-
saddy yeean - He has clearly realized how significant the time
154n business affairs. At the same time, he has clearly real-
ized what kind of a friend that guy was.

That is to say, we shouldn’t do harm to others. But
prevention is better than cure!

Here is another story. Once in Kashghar,a friend came
to Mayirjan and said honestly, “I’ ve purchased a large
amount of (milk) cream in Pakistan. But it’ s going to be
overdue. The problem is I’ ve purchased too much to sell all
in such a short time. I might be reduced to ruin. I wonder if
you could take some over as a help. This might reduce my
loss. The painful truth is that you might also suffer from
loss.”

His {riend implored again and again. Mayirjan agreed at
last. “Let me take 60tons. " The fact at the time was, (milk)
cream market had been fully occupied, so it didn’ t sell well.
He had to cut its price for some of them. As it was the time
the rest of them were overdue, he stopped selling them out
of market place. Thus he has lost 300 thousand yuan .

Though Mayirjan suffered a loss economically, but he
was a winner in moral quality. After this happened, the sto-
ry was told from mouth with approbation among the busi-
ness circles between Pakistan and China. They all regarded

him as a true friend, a good fellow ,a man worthy of respect.
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Later, he in return was supplied and helped by many
friends. So, after all, he is a “winner”and a “wealthy man”

both spiritually and economically.
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8 A SHREWED MANAGER
WAS FOOLED
A TROUBLE WITH THE LAW
AFTER LOSING MONEY

The young entrepreneur Mayirjan became more and
more famous in the commercial circles between China and
Pakistan. He began to have more and more friends.

He has the superiority in foreign languages. He is capa-
ble in management. He has abundant funds. He has high
prestige.

One afternoon in summer, there were two bosses out of
admiration for Mayirjan. and They came to his home.

The hospitable couple received their visitors warmly
with foods, hot tea and high—quality cigarettes.

Both of them passed their cards into Mayirjan’s hands.

They said they were managers of a Commerce and
Trace Corporation in Beijing. They had just set up an agency
in Kashghar. They were going to do big business. They were
going to do transnational business. They had rich resources.

The man sitting at the left—hand sofa was a round—
faced man, a little bit fat, at the age of about 38. He was

called Manager Liu.
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The man sitting at the rigth—hand sofa was a tall, thin
man,at the age of about 30. He dressed himself in suits and
leather shoes, looked very smart. He was called Manager
Mao.

“Our office is temporarily at Zaman Hotel. It has only
been 10 days since we began. If everything goes on smoothly
in future, we’ re going to establish an agency and send more
clerks here.”

Manager Lin’s opening was followed by Mao’ s words,
“As soon as we came to Kashghar, we heard that you are a
very prospective manager in business. And you have the u-
nique superiority and capability which no —one else can’ t
match. So that’s why we came here to you for cooperation
in business. What do you think of that?”

Mayirjan answered politely, “1’ m the minority out of
the minorities—Tajik. I live in a remote area, illinformed,
with unopened—eyes. So I hope you two managers here
could kindly give me your advice and take care of me a bit.”

“You are being too modest. We have many things to
depend on you in future.” The two managers spoke in one
voice.

After the chat, they seemed to be familiar with each
other,and treated each other like friends.

“OK,let’ s keep in touch frequently. Let’s learn from
each other, support each other::-.” They were about to go
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when Mayigjan suddenly said,

“Oh, no, please stay and have supper with us. It won’t
di"to leave so soon. Join us for supper.”

“Listen. Let’s go to a Muslim Restaurant and we can
chat while eating. ” The two hospitable managers suggested,
“Please bring your wife with you.”

The two who came from afar really did what they pro-
posed. The table was full with various kinds of dishes. There
were several main courses to select.

Two days later, the couple invited the two managers to
their home as their guests. The air was lively, and they
deepened their impressions of each other.

As they went on,they became close friends.

One day,a guest came to Mayirjan for purchasing some
steel plate.

The two visiting managers learned this and put forward
that they wanted to cooperate. Mayirjan gladly consented.

The three sides have agreed that each side invest 36
thousand yuan ,that was in total of 108 thousand, to buy 42
tons of Russian—made steel board from Asku. They put in
the storehouse of the Agricultural Machinery Factory,so it
would be convenient for them to refine it into water piping
for the Hydropower Station.

It was cheerful cooperation. It was successul , too. Espe-
cially the two managers, they were so generous when they
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paid the money. After refining the steel board into water

piping,each side easily netted a profit of 10 thousandyuan .

One evening, the two men specially invited Mayirjan
and his wife to have dinner together in a restaurant nearby,
for the celebration of their successful cooperation for the
first time.

After dinner, the two men proposed to do big business
in Pakistan. They promised to bear all the investment. They
said that if they sent a telegram or make a call to Beijing or
Shanghai for money they needed then several million
yuanor a dozen of that would be sent within a few days.
Their problem was that they had never been to Pakist)an,
neither did they know its language. So they asked Mayirjan
for cooperation. They said that Mayirjan could invest for
techniques. After netting a profit Mayirjan should take
one—third of it. For the sake of credit, and to be more le-
gal, they must sign a contract. .

They put several copies of standard contract forms in
front of Mayirjan.

“OK.When are you going to leave?”

“Surely, the sooner the better.”

“You are going abroad, You must apply for a pass-
port.”

“Sure. We have been busy with other things. And we
are not very familiar with through the formalities. Would
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you do this for us? Here are our ID cards and photos.

Weuld you pay the service charges for us first, we will pay
you back later. What do you think of that?”

“All right.”

Five days later, they left in a car from Kashghar, head-
ing for Pakistan which is southwest of Kashghar.

They passed through Tashkorgan county; Pirali check
point; the advance guards; the boundary tablet of China—
Pakistan and arrived in Pakistan. Then they covered Sust,
Gilgit and the central part of Pakistan. Thereafter they went
to some other cities of Pakistan.

During this journey which covered about 1000km, they
all depended on Mayirjan for the contact stop by stop, on
passing through the customs. He arranged their board and
lodging, he observed the market. He became their “four
guide” , their interpreter and also their“host”. He was busy
day and night. .

The three men went on as they collected information.
Now they came to Peshawar( F ¥ FLB% B ¥ FL /R ) city . This
is a busy international trade city, like Guangzhou in China.
Here they took a fancy to the fox fur imported from the
western neighbouring country Afghanistan, which were of
high quality and cheap price.

They bargained, at last cut the price down to 400 yuan
each. '
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They were determined to purchase 2000 and needed
800 thousand yuan.

“Manager Liu and Manager Mao, I have contacted the
goods vans. You can transport the commodities after-
wards.”

“Mayirjan, we’ ve only taken with us business al-
lowance, we’ve got no payment for goods:--.”

“But you told me before leaving that you had bought
some?”

“Ah*-: Yes, we’ ve got only small amout of it. But it’s
far from the amount we need. You are also engaging in busi-
ness. You know the rules that we can’ t take too much mon-
ey with us on the journey. It’ s so dangerous. We might
meet with misfortune. Then we will lose both our lives and
money.

“But - but - how it could be like this? Then do you
still want these commodities?”

“Mayirjan,don’ t be angry. We do have money,a lot of
money. when we go back to our agency in Kashgar, all the
payment for goods will be remitted at once.”

“Your money can only be remitted after going back to
Kashgar. But the problem is, with what should we buy the
fox fur? Eh? How could it be so? Eh How could things be
like this?”

“Mayirjan, calm down please. We can make a discus-
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sion. We’ ve heard that someone had owed you some hun-
dred thousand yuan.”

“But do you know that we have to pay for the trans-
portation expenses and the customs duty. We need altogeth-
er 1.4 million-+-.”

“You’ re right. You’ re right. We know that we still
need some hundred thousand for the goods. We also believe
that with your credit and your relationship with others, you
are sure to manage that. You pay all the payment for us and
we will pay you back completely at a time after going back
to Kashgar. When all these furs are sold up, we will let you
share the profits by one—third according to the contract
we’ ve signed. It might be around 40 ~ 50 thousand yuan .
Hey, you can earn such a lot of money within 20 days. Isn’t
tha_t enough?”

“Are you sure what you said is true?”

“Oh,being an old friend,don’ t you trust us? What’s
more, we’ ve signed a contract. We would give you a pledge
for the money you’ ve paid for us. Don’t you trust us?”

“Let me think it over.”

After supper. Mayirjan was lying in bed of the guest-
house, sleeping. Actually, he was think of all the things hap-
pened just now. These two fellows asked me to pay for them
first. But what if they won’t pay me back later? Then I

will suffer a great loss. My years’ of painstaking labour
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would be wasted then.

Suddenly, this well—dressed Manager Mao rushed into
the room and gasped for breath. He said, “ Mayirjan, a
long—distance call for you. Hurry up!”

Mayirjan quickly rose and asked with eyes opened
widely, “From my home? What’s wrong?”

“NO.It’s from Shanghai!”

“Shanghai? From whom?”

“Mr. Bai, our general manager. He is a Shanghainese.
He came back to Shanghai last night. We’ ve mentioned
about the fox furs to him. And also about the money you
will pay for us.Be quick.”

They came to the reception desk. Mayirjan picked up
the receiver, “Hello. Are you general manager Bai? Yes,I’
m Mayirjan---.”

“Oh, yes, Mayirjan. How do you do? :**. Thank you
-+ It’s very kind of you--.”

Mayirjan couldn’ t underatand those words spoken in
Shanghai dialect. Only understood the words above. Then he
covered the receiver with one hand and asked Manager
Mao, “Hey—, what is your general mannager saying?”

Mao began to interprete them voluntarily, “Our general
manager Bai felt so grateful for your help and support. He
said you’d better pay the money for the fox fur . He would
fly to Kashghar a few days latter with a 3—million — yuan
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money order/ Then he would draw out all the money we

owed you. We hope you make a resolute decision. You will
b¢ rewarded after we gain.”

Mayirjan consulted what Mao interpreted to him with
Bai again. Bai answered firmly “ Yes, yes”, “Right, sure, of
course. "and so on. And ended his talk with“see you a few
days later in Kashghar.”

Thus Mayirjan went out to raise funds. ,

The three men escorted their goods to Kashghar. Then
came the problem of“Where should we place them?”

Mayirjan suggested, “I have three big storehouses near
my home. And they have guardman for them. Let’s unload
them there.”

Mao said hurriedly, “I rented a big storehouse beside
the east lake. It has got a very big court. All the goods are
packed in a plastic bag. So they need to be dried in the sun.
And they should be protected against insects. We should
spray insectide. So it’ s more convenient to unload them
here.”

Mayirjan didn’t insist but agreed.

The next day, the two managers hired a car especially
to take him to the big storehouse beside the east lake. As ex-
pected,2000 fox fur were all displayed on the timbers and
on the iron wires.

Mao patted on Mayirjan’s shoulder and said,“You can
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just rest assured for what I have done!”

But Mayirjan couldn’t set his mind at ease at all. “Why
hasn’ t Bai arrived in Kashghar yet? How about my 1.4
million?”

It seemed that Mao had seen through what he was
worrying about. That afternoon, Mao came to Mayirjan’ s
home with an emergency telegram. He gave it to Mayirjan
and said, “Mayirjan, our general manager Bai arrived in U-
rumgqi by flight. He was discussing about a business affair.
He won’t be free until a week later.”

He read through the telegram. It was true.

Right at the monment, there came a guest who wanted
to buy each fox fur for 1000 yuan . That is to say, they can
net a profit of 600 yuan from each.

Mao shook his head. When the guest left, Mao said,
“Such a high—quality fox fur is in great demand inland.
Each can be sold at a price of at least 1500 yuan . Mayirjan,
you are so bright,and you are so quick at accounts. If we sell
at this price,then we can clear 1100 yuan per each,and 2.2
million in total. Each of us can share 730 thousand yuan.
Subtracting the expenses of escorting, customs duty, we can
still net a profit of 500 thousand. Hah, hah, hah. What on
earth are you worrying about?”

At that time, Mayirjan received an urgent long—dis-
tance call, it was from his hometown. He had to take his
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wife-to.attend a wedding ceremony of one of their relatives.

e went to Mao and told him about this. He felt it an awk-
ward situation. He said, “In my own opinion, this is a coop-
eration of us three. You’ d better go after it has been fin-
ished. However,since it’s urgent, we can take much care of
it. You just set your mind at rest. Ah, yes. In order to be
safe,Let our driver Mr. Du send you home.”

Du is a Kashgharnese. He was employed by the two
men. He was their driver. He himself was a clerk.

The couple went away with their minds rest assured.
Five days later, they returned in relief. Having something to
worry about,Mayirjan came back two days ahead of time.

He called the agency of his cooperators as soon as he
was back. But there was on one to answer the telephone. He
kept dialing for three times. Still no one answered it. He
hurried to the place where the fox fur had been dried. He
was astonished to find out that all the furs disappeared!
The door of the storehouse was left unlocked. Looking into
the door, there was nothing!

At that moment, the doorkeeper came with his trousers
in his hand.

Mayirjan asked eagerly, “Uncle, where are those fox
fur?”

“They were all taken away several days ago.” The old
man said.
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“Who did that?”

“Manager Mao and manager Liu. They came with a big
truck and put all the furs on it.”

“To where?”

“I don’t know.’

“What about the bosses?”

“I don’t know.”

“Did they go with the truck?”

“I don’t know.”

y

Hearing the three ‘I don’t know’ from the old man,
Mayirjan’s heart began to palpitate with fear. He fixed his
eyes on the big court for a moment, hurried to the Seaman
Hotel. He pushed open the door of the ‘agency’ and found
that the manager Mao was still in bed with his eyes closed.
The room was filled with the smell of smoke and alcohol. He
was so sensitive to the smell as he never drinks.

Standing beside the bed, he was waking Mao up by
pushing on his left shoulder, “Manager Mao, wake up,Man-
ager Mao!”

Mao opened his eyes slowly, “Ah—" he yawned and
raised himself up. Having rubbed his eyes, he held Mayir-
jan’s right hand and asked casually, “So you’ re back. You
have come before your time.”

“Mr. Mao, where are our fox fur?”

Mao answered indifferently, “ They were been taken
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awayseveral/days ago.”
“To where?”

“OK. Some good news for you. A fur businessman from

beijing came to Urumqi who demanded fox fur and asked for
a price of 1400yuan each We agreed at the price of 1500
yuan after bargaining. He asked Manager Liu to escort the
goods after discussion. ”

“Why hasn’ t your general manager Bai come to
Kashghar yet?”

“That’s very clever of you. You’ re right on the point.
Our general manager is really an expert in business. The
moment he stepped into his room of the guesthouse, he was
followed by many customers who are demanding for these
goods. After the negotiations with his customers, he came to
an agreement with that man from Beijing*--”

“When will your general manager come to Kashghar?”

“Very soon, right after selling up these goods. Listen,

my brother, the good news for you is that general manager

1.4 million for
the goods and 700 thousand for the profits. Ah,ah,ah. You

should give us a dinner party then!”

Bai is going to pay you back 2.1 million

“It won’t be possible until I get my money back!”
Several days after “the several days” that Mao
promised, Liu sneaked away, too. He simply disappeared

without a trace. No one knew where he was.
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A month passed, a season passed, half a year passed,
there wasn’t any news from these two bosses.

Mayirjan became impatient. He began to make a tele-
phone call to the numbers the two men left on the contract
and the cards they had given him. For more than 10 times,
he had got the same two answers:

“Sorry, this is not a corporation. This is a private
house. We’ ve been here for more than 10 years.”

“Sorry,we haven’t got any person called Mao or Liu,
nor even manager Mao or manager Liu-+-.”"

“Are they swindlers?” He wondered, “If they really
are,and they swindled a great amount of money out of me,
they should be investigated for criminal responsibilities. ”

He went to the Public Security Bureau of the city, of
the prefecture,of the province,and even to the Ministry of
Public Security. He asked them to help him find out the two
cheats. He also followed their trace to several other
provinces, but with no result at all. All this cost him 250
thousand yuan .

Later on , many of his friend informeds him by tele-
phone or letter that, the two men might have probably gone
to Singapore!

According to this clue, he immediatey sent a telegram
to the Ministry of Public Security. He waited for several

more months, still no result.
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Looking/on passively that his 1.4 million yuan gradu-

ally\became a nought, he then thought of the steel boards
they had bought in cooperation. One day, he came to the A-
gricultural Machinery Factory. He went to the manager’s
office and stated everything in detail. After certain formali-
ties, he took away all the steel boards stored there.

He sold all the steel boards at the price of 80 thousand
yuan ,only enough to make up a small part of his loss.

Soon he went to Pakistan again. He went on opening
up new resources of goods for import and export.

By living in frugality and diligence, by painstaking ef-
forts, he had made more than one million, with which he
had paid off all the debts he borrowed for paying the money
he had used for the fox fur.

Having paid off the debts, he began to feel free from
worry. To his surprise,a summon issued by a court of Kash-
gar was served on him after a lot of bother.

He hurried back to Kashgar.

It turned out that there suddenly appeared a deputy for
Mao and Liu. He filed a plaint at court to report that the A-
gricultural Machinery Factory should compensate for the
loss of 80 thousand yuan in place of all the steel boards they
kept in their storehouse.

The Agricultural Machinery Factory showed the
deputy the pledge which proved that Mayirjan had taken all
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the steel boards away. That’ s why the court summoned
him? Thus Mayirjan was pushed to the defendant’s seat.

Apparently Mayirjan would try to defend himself, with
the help of his procurator.

He was so excited that he said only one sentence: “All
right. Since there is a deputy for Mao and Liu, then, WHEN
and WHERE did the two managers sign the power of attor-
ney?1!”

The deputy couldn’ t give any explanations, simply
humming and hawing.

Mayirjan declared, “In order to find out where these
two managers are,l have already spent 250 thousand yuan .
Now if there is anyone here who can make the two men
come to Kashghar, then I will pay the 80 thousand for the
steel boards, besides, I will pay him another 200 thousand
for his efforts. I say this before this large audience. I promise
you:I mean what I say. All of you here can give evidence for
this!”

At the same time, Mayirjan also filed a plaint to court
to report the two managers.

The lawsuit didn’ t end.

Mayirjan became both defendant and plaintiff. He has
tow heavy millstones round his neck. He kept on struggling

hard. He was trying his best to win!
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9 THE VAST WORLD
FOR THE PAMIR EAGLE TO
SOARTO THE GREAT HEIGHTS

Mayirjan,a young Tajik entrepreneur,starting his busi-
ness by buying and selling the five Hotan carpets at 18 to
being a general manager at his 31, really created a miracle.

Within 13 years, he has experienced all the joys and
sorrows of life while being in the national and transnational
business circles. He has also experienced all kinds of failures
as well as successes. He suffered from loss and deceit, illness
and injuries. Even he himself couldn’t tell how much sweat
he had dripped, how much blood he had lost.

The most significant thing for him, which can speak
volumes for his outstanding achievement, is that he has
owned 5 corperations with 35 clerks in total. They are: The
Head office in Kashghar, The branch corporations in U-
rumgqi, in Tashkorgan and the two transnational branch cor-
porations in Pakistan and Kirghistan.

It’ t embarrassing to tell by himself how abundant his
capital is, neither do others know about that. We only know
that the fixed assets are about 2 million. Though Mayirjan’s

economic strength is far from the standard criteria of a “ty-
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coon” , he has actually done what many “tycoons” haven’ t
thought of and haven’t done.

During his business years, he has gained a lot and has a
lot. They were alarmingly dangerous. But whatever cirum-
stances he was in, he has never fogotten his parents who -
brought him up and the townsmen who had once given him
help.

In the countryside of Tashkorgan county, he had built a
very big, beautiful and comfortable house with a large court-
yard. He has decorated the rooms with a strong flavour of
Tajik nationality and tural ilfe. He spent 250 thousand yuan
for that. It is so grand and conspicuous that it stated as fol-
lowing :

1. Mayirjan is a son of filial sentiments. Not only did he
try to persuade them into remarrying, but also made them
spend their remaining years in happiness and peaceful ness!

2. Tajiks are a nationality of diligence, braveness and
capabilities. They can also achieve success in competitive
business circles. They can also build up a family fortune by
their own hands and wisdom!

Mayirjan is not only the pride of Tajiks,but also a fine
example of them.

He is so filial to his parents, and so intimate to his
townsmen. In recent years,as he began to be wealthy, he of-
ten aided the poor of his own accord. He had given trucks,
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cars; TV sets;/tape—recorders, engines,and great amount of

flaxiny, rice coal, clothes and tea to Tashkorgan county, Wagia
yilage, Tahman Village, Tiznap village, tashkorgan village
and so on.

In the summer and autumn of 1998, he led a motorcade
and a camel team to give flour and rice to those inhabitants
living scattered on the high mountains at an elevationof be-
tween 400 ~ 6000metres.

In the August of this year, he came to the central part
of the mountains in Wagia village and did a special deal. At
that time, many merchants came here to buy sheep and cows
at a price of six yuan pet kilogram. They sold it at a much
higher price right under the mountains, which brought about
a great loss to the herdsman. Having known that, Mayirjan
made a special trip to that place and bought 30 yaks and
more than 300 sheep at a price of nine yuan per kilogtam.
He took these animals to the city at the foot of the moun-
tains and sold them at a very cheap price. He has lost 180
thousand in it. Actually, we can say that he gave the 180
thousand to those poor. He told the herdsmen whoever came
to buy their herd, the fixed price was 9 yuan per kilogram,
no less than that. If they couldn’t sell well, then he would
purchase them all. So when he raised the price,other profi-
teers could no longer make a profit through the herdsmen.

This was really beneficial to the herdsmen. They all said in
88



one voice, “After all,he is a son from a herdsman family, he
sides with herdsmen!” -

In March off 1999, according to the need of Wagia vil-
lage , Mayirjan gave another truck and a jeep to that village.

Mayirjan’s hometown stands to the east gate of coun-
try,and it is a border area. So he has a deep feeling to fron-
tier force since he was a child. As he had liquid capital in his
hands, he was planning to do some favours for the army-
men. On January 15th, 1999, the New Year’s Eve on the
lunar calender, he had given them 22VCD,, more than 300
Uygur—Chinese books of languages, and some disks. He
journeyed 22 scattered frontier guard posts which was more
than 1800km.

In recent years, he has sent the army presents worth of
more than 80 thousand yuan.

The love of Tajiks to the country has a glorious tradi-
tion and a long history. In order to defend our country and
resist aggression, many of their brave ancestors had died a
hero’s death;and their generations kept on fighting for de-
fence. There had never appeared anyone who betrayed the
country. Starting from his childhood, having been nurtured
by the stories and the folk songs told and sung by his forfa-
thers, father and the people of father’s generation, he has a
great respect for the armymen, who are in defence of our
country ; he loves all the people who love our country. He ut-
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terly. detests\those who are a handful of the traitors and the

stom of the nation.

During the time of his being abroad, there were often-
strangers who visited him. Some of them wanted to make
{riends with him just to while away the time. Some of them
would come with an excuse of providing him with informa-
tion about business. As getting familiar with each other,
some would start to make some irresponsible remarks about
our country.

Whenever hearing these words of slander, he will give a
tit—for—tat opposition, “It’ s true that my country was
very backward and poor in the past. But everything is get-
ting better since 1949. During the cultural revolution, our
country’s develop ment had been halted for a while because
of sabotage by some evil doers. Since the reform and open-
ing,China began to develop rapidly. Now I feel very happy
and free about living in China. As you have seen, I can go
abroad and come back whenever I like to. The government
and the state organs have been taking a good care of my
cause and my future. Whoever talks bad of China my moth-
erland, he must be blind,a black—hearted person.”

Hearing his speech with the force of justice, those per-
sons’ gossiping mouths.

Before long, a person who called himself the friend of

Mayirjans came to him and showed a special “care” to him,
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“Hey, my friend, what is the use of making so little money
by such a great effort. I can show you a good way of making
a huge sum of money which you needn’t do any hardwork,
without dripping a drop of sweat,just like us, spending mon-
ey on whatever you want to buy, eating whatever you want
to eat, entertaining yourself with whatever you enjoy living
wherever you like. You will live a life of paradise. My
friend, you are so clever, and know several foreign lan-
guages. You are very familiar with the things happening in
China. You have so many chances of going abroad. Every-
thing is all right and convenient to you:*-.”

Mayirjan stopped him impatiently, “ You’ ve got to
speak up clearly. No humming and hawing. What on earth
do you want to say?”

“Very simple and light work! All you have to do is
leak us in time some state secrets, especially the top—secret
of Xinjiang,then we will pay you some 10 thousand Ameri-
can dollars a month. And maybe some extra reward if you do
a good job*++.”

“Listen sir, you are talking to the wrong person for
that. You’ re daydreaming. You may go now. I hope I will
never see you again. Get out of here! Tell your friends not
to bother me either. Otherwise, I will teach them a lesson!
See you—Oh,no.I don’t want to see you any more!”

Mayirjan knew that some of them were simply desper-
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adoes:But he’has got some true friends who will help him

wally all their might, especially the Chinese ambassadors in
Pakistan, who have always been helpful and caring to him.
That’s why Mayirjan can always devote himself to his busi-
ness.

In Kashghar there was also someone who came to him
and asked him to buy this and that for them from abroad.
They offered a high price for that.

He denied definitely, “Be ethical as a human being. We
businessmen have our own moral prestige. A state has its
own laws and rules. I would never buy anything which is
forbidden by law, even if you give me a gold mountain. Be
sure not to visit me any more or you will regret it.” '

These years Mayirjan has been in charge many times of
the import and export of several thousand tons of goods.
None of them was illegal. Neither had he evaded any taxa-
tion. So as time went by, all the frontier inspectors of the
customs office trusted him. Sometimes, they simply let him
pass without checking his goods.

What he had thought, he had said and done can be .in-
fered from the following, which is passed down by the an-

cestors of Tajiks:

I am nursing at my mother’s breast,
My chest is filled with love of my dearest.
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You made my life come into bloom more than ever,

Mother, I will sing a praise of you forever.

You opened to us the door of happiness,
And made us strong and courageous.
Age—old wilderness put on a new dress,

Mother,shouldn’t I present you a song of praise?

Tajiks are your faithful son forever,
Going ahead in your embrace needed wherever.
Waving to us is the glorious and magnificent future,

Mother, I will sing a praise of you forever.
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10 THE EPILOGUE

Up to now, it took me more than a month to interview
Mayirjan for more than 10 times. I’ ve written several dozen
pages. Now we’ ve gained a clear idea of the tortuous road
he has covered, the development of his business, his attitude
of dealing with things, his personality, his ideogogy and his
noble character.

But deep in my heart, something still remains a “mys-
tery” to me. Now it’s the march of 1999,a grand festive oc-
casion for Muslim people. We’ ve already been good friends,
so I’m going to pay him a visit, thus I can make a further
interview which might help me get the result of this“mys-
tery.”

He lives in a residential building of Southern Xinjiang
Coal and Power Corporation. This is a wellfare, given to him
after he was accepted by the corporation which has only one
bedroom and one living—room. It is only about 40 square
metres.

I’ ve been to his house several times. It doesn’t look a
general manager’ s house at all. I wondered, as he was so

willing to build a beautiful house with so much money, so
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generous to take out nearly 1 million to aid the poor and
salute the army. Why doesn’t he think of builting a luxuri-
ous house for himself? Many managers and bosses of private
enterprises nowadays have the same idea.

Mayirjan didn’t say any grand words or talk about any
lofty ideal. He only answered with a smile, “We have only
three people in our family ,that is enough for us three. Both
the surroundings and the conditions are good. Ther are
many other people who are also living in this buiding.” A
moment later, he continued, “What’ s more, everyone has
the nature of laziness and pleasure—seeking. If I live in a
house which is too comfortable, too large, too lavishly deco-
rated, too expensive, I might be too faraway from the ordi-
nary people, just like rich people such as capitalists, Bay
(Uygur term for a wealthy man)and Beg(Uygur term for
the most wealthy people in a certain area.)who cut them-
selves off from the masses. Even if I had become a bil-
lionare, ] would never waste my money for ostentation and
extravagance. | would use more capital to the aid—the—
poor programme, literature and art,and to help the develop-
ment of education.”

Now I have found the root of his thought.

“Mayirjan, what about your health now?”

I asked this because he had come across a terrible acci-
dent a few years ago. However, he was lucky enough that
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“Allah” had blessed him and he had a narrow escape. But

hey 1s he now?

He straightened his arms and legs to indicate that he is
vell now. But of course he couldn’t lift heavy things up,nor
could he jump like what he did before.

Now when he rolled up his sleeves and trouser legs I
found so many scars. I was lost in deep thought;he had real-
ly paid a lot in order to make money in his business affairs.
He almost lost his life for that. But after the gain, he had
helped the poor and saluted the army so generously. At the
moment, I felt that Mayirjan is more sublime and hon-
ourable than ever!

“Mayirjan how about that lawsuit?”

He sighed with disappoinment and said, “It is still an
outsanding question. Sometimes the court summoned me for
questioning. It s really disgusting. To tell you the truth, I
have already lost 1.4 million,and I won’t mind another 80
thousand. Only I hope it should be settled with justice.
There should be an excuse. I know that in some people’s
eyes, |’ m nothing but a self—employed labourer. Ehm---It’
s not easy to be self—em—ployed. Really difficult!”

I fully understand his feeling now. I also understand
what his situation is. Though, what he said and what he did
are by all means really—can—be—seen facts. All the sol-

diers and civilians have a high opinion of him. So I gasped in
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admiration of his courage, his intelligence and his spirit from

the bottom of my heart!

“Oh, I wouldn’t say that.”He explained, “Not that I’
m so capable, I think that I have always been lucky. I am
living in a good time, I’ m supported by good policies. If it
hadn’ t -been for the reform and opening, dare I engage in
business? Can I go abroad? Maybe, when I bought and sold
the 5 Hotan carpets, decided to cut off my way to wealth.
They might say that my business affair was a “tail of the
capitalist. "Then I can’t imagine my life today.Can I live a
life of today? Whenever I think of the care of my govérn-
ment to me, [ can’t help but be in my business in the right
way;I can’t help but pay taxes according to the laws. Thus
I might add to the contribution to the contruction of our
country. I’ m willing to aid the poor, to salute the soldiers so
as to lessen the heavy burden of our country:--.”

He is really considerate. He is really thoughtful.

“Mayirjan, what are you going to do next?”

Hearing this, he couldn’ t help getting excited. He
showed me the latest newspaper and told me with extreme
delight, “Isn’ t that great, you see, another new opportunity
is being presented to us. You’ ve already known that they
have agreed to amend the Constitution; they have given a
definite place to the non—public ownership of economy on
the second meeting of the Ninth National People’ s
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Congress. Our enterprises are full of prospects. Our future is
bright. Now we have a vast space for the eagle to soar in the
héights!”

Wonderful speech! He does understand what the
newspaper says.

I fully believe that this “Pamir Eagle” will surely fly
high in the sky of his motherland!

Now my mind slipped into those beautiful and touching
Tajik folk songs. Many of them just expressed what I
thought and what I wanted to say——

Please listen to DOE TO THE ICEBERG:

Oh, the beauutiful and towering icy mountain,
Looking like the breast of a graceful maiden.
Murmuring streams reflect the white snow,

Within your hold are all flowers’ shadow.

You defended the nation from generations,
A symbol of sacredness and standardization.
Like a sharp sword with a dazzling gleam,

Twining the white cloud and waving the forceful wing.
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